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LETTERS & BOOKS

Dear Editor:
a third over the past two decades. Lions are threatened by disease
and habitat loss, but trophy hunting oflions (which usually focuses
on dominant males) causes additional loss by destroying the social
hierarchy.
What Dr. Ihrman does in his own time is his own business;
however, Grand Valley should do a better job evaluating what
activities it chooses to promote.
Justin W. Adams
Assistant Professor
Biomedical Sciences Department

After opening the Spring 2010 issue
of Grand Valley Magazine, I say "Bravo!" for
including Dr. David Ihrman as your Focal
Point (page 27).
As an alumnus attending from 1997-2002,
I had the distinct pleasure of taking classes
under Dr. Ihrman no less than four times.
He taught each class demonstrating the
passionate and comprehensive profiles that so
many of the Grand Valley faculty exhibit.
I still reference Dr. Ihrman when I talk to people about my choice
to become an English major. He was an essential cornerstone of my
love and drive to consume all things literature.
James Damman, '02
Fowlerville, Michigan

Letters to the Editor can be mailed to:

I am appalled by the Focal Point segment on David Ihrman
that glorified the "big game hunting" of African lions.
The African lion (Panthera leo) is currently listed as a vulnerable
species by the International Union for Conservation of Nature,
meaning that overall lion populations have been reduced by nearly

Grand Valley Magazine
1 Campus Drive, 133 LMH
Allendale, MI 49401
or sent via e-mail to:
gvmagazine@gvsu.edu.

G
Bookmarks
Looking for a good book? Check out these
recommendations from Grand Valley staff
members:
Letters from Yellowstone
Penguin Group, reissued 2000
by Diane Smith

Kathleen Underwood, director of Women
and Gender Studies and associate professor
of history, called this book one of her
favorites. Set in 1898, it is an epistolary novel
that centers on a field study of Yellowstone
National Park. The central character,
botanist A. E. (Alexandria) Bartram, is an
independent young woman with an eye for
adventure. Her arrival in the camp causes
a stir because the field leader had assumed
she was a man because of her use of initials
rather than a first name. Underwood
said the novel provides a view of ideas
about science and nature in the late 19th
century, set in a park that was already being
marketed for tourism.

Googled: The End of the World as
We Know It
Penguin Group, 2009
by Ken Auletta

Author Ken Auletta spent two years within
Google interviewing many employees
including founders Larry Page and Sergi
Brin. His end result provides an inside look
into the Google story from this personable
perspective, which was recommended
by Roy J. Winegar, assistant professor of
communications. "Google is rewriting how
our culture uses the media of the day and
this book gives great insights into how this
happened, is happening, and may continue
to happen," Winegar said.

The University Bookstore is offering a 20 percent discount on these titles.
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Please include your name,
class year (if applicable),
hometown and phone number
(not for publication). Letters
are subject to editing.
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Tibetan Book of Living and Dying
HarperCollins, revised and updated 1994
by Sogyal Rinpoche

Jill Eggers, associate professor of art and
design, recalls reading Tibetan Book ofthe
Dead as a teenager and being moved by
the strange and powerful spiritual world it
revealed to her. She said Sogyal Rinpoche's
contemporary transformation of that
ancient text, combined with stories of his
own spiritual development as a child in
Tibet, makes Buddhist views of death and
spirituality accessible to the Western reader.
"This is a beautifully loving, compassionate
view of the subject of death. It is refreshing
and liberating and led to my training and
work as a hospice volunteer," Eggers said.

CAMPUS NEWS

Students raise money to bring water filters
to Ghana
Thanks to the determination
of a trio of Grand Valley
students, people in a
village in Ghana will drink
clean, filtered water.
Students Annie Hakim, Uma
Mishra and Amanda Clark
raised money to send 30 water
filters, which were developed
by Cascade Engineering,
to a village near Winneba,
Ghana. The students traveled
to Ghana during the summer
to help educate villagers
about the benefits of water
filtration before working with
Ghanaians to install the filters.
Hakim, a senior in the
Frederik Meijer Honors College,
said the project grew from
efforts established by other
Grand Valley students and
staff members who traveled
to Ghana last year through the
Service Learning Initiative.
Hakim and her partners held
fundraisers throughout the
winter semester and raised
$4,700 for the project. They
have also made contact with
Ghanaian village leaders and
nonprofit organizations there.
"It's important to establish

a trust-based relationship in
which active participation
and the voice of the
community is being served to
implement the water filtration
system," Hakim, a native of
Clinton Township, said.
Jeff Chamberlain, director
of the Honors College, said the
students also made contacts
at Grand Valley to spread
awareness of the project.
"I have been amazed and
gratified by their initiative
and leadership in all of this,"
Chamberlain said. "They are
bringing together people of
every stripe to participate
and support them. It is a very
interdisciplinary initiative,
and we hope that in the future,
students from many different
majors will be involved:'
Cascade Engineering provided
the HydrAid BioSand Water
Filters at cost. Three years ago,
the Grand Rapids company
entered a partnership to
address the global safe water
crisis and designed a plastic
filter that is easy to install
and can serve the needs of
about 10 people a day. The

photo by Amanda Pitts

Julie Wesselink, left, and Kaleigh Carlson test samples from the Grand
River. Both have traveled to Ghana where a student-initiated project has
brought 30 water filters to a village.

filter weighs 8 pounds. Hakim
said 300 people in Winneba
will benefit from the filters.
Mishra traveled to Ghana in
July to test water samples and
install filters after learning the
testing procedure from Rod
Morgan, associate professor
of biology. Morgan said the

Winneba rivers are likely
similar to the Grand River,
as rivers that flow through
agricultural lands contain
higher levels ofE. coli due to
animal waste. Researchers from
the Annis Water Resources
Institute also lent assistance.

Fellowship will prepare math and science teachers
Grand Valley is seeking
applicants for the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation-Woodrow
Wilson Michigan Teaching
Fellowship. The Fellowship
is open to graduating college
seniors, recent graduates and
mid-career or second-career
professionals with degrees in
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics. Applicants
must be interested in teaching
in Michigan's high-need, urban
secondary schools.
Grand Valley was one of six
Michigan universities chosen

to participate in the program,
which is aimed at increasing
the number of science and
mathematics teachers. The
university has developed
an innovative master's level
teacher preparation program
linked with intensive classroom
experience in the candidate's
field of expertise.
Loretta Konecki is the project
director of Grand Valley's
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship
Program. "It is a fantastic
opportunity for Grand Valley
to participate in this program,"

said Konecki. "It gives us an
be selected for admission to
each of the 2011 and 2012
opportunity to create a unique
cohorts. More information can
master's level certification
program that is clinically
be found at www.gvsu.edu/
based in urban schools and
teachingfellowship.
addresses Michigan's need for
outstanding urban mathematics
and science teachers."
Applicants selected by
the Wilson Foundation
and Grand Valley will
each receive a $30,000
THE WOODROW WILSON
fellowship in exchange
National Fellowship Foundation
for a three-year urban
teaching commitment.
Twenty fellows will
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GVSU program helps parents, students focus
on finish
As the parents of Grand
Valley's incoming freshman class
visited the Allendale Campus for
orientation, Dean of Students
Bart Merkle was already focused
on helping those students
finish in a timely fashion.
Under a new program called
Grand Finish, every new
student who enters this fall and
completes 90 hours of credits at
the end of his or her third year
will receive a $1,000 finish grant.
"This is intended to help
students pay for their education,
but more importantly it is
intended to provide them some
real incentive to stay focused on
being successful and completing
their degree," Merkle told the
parents. "I hope that every one
of your sons and daughters at
the end of the third year will
receive that $1,000 finish grant."
The Grand Finish program
was unveiled in April by
President Thomas J. Haas
and Provost Gayle R. Davis.
The innovative, multifaceted
program supports students
on their road to graduation. It
includes two robust software
tools students can use to
enhance degree planning and
access to personal support
services. Under the program,
Advanced Placement or dual

enrollment credits earned
prior to first enrollment at
Grand Valley count toward
the 90-credit benchmark.
Denise Weatherford of
Walled Lake said she hopes
the program will help her
daughter, Brooke Bayless, stay
focused on her studies in cell
and molecular biology. "I was
very excited to hear about
the program, and I think it
will help her stay on course,"
Weatherford said. "She has
so many diverse interests and
could go so many different ways
and I say, 'If you don't finish
now, you may not finish: This is
really goal-oriented and I really
like this as a stepping stone."
Northville resident Jim
Bagian agreed. "I think it's a
good idea. Anything that keeps
the kids focused on the need to
move through in a consistent
and motivated way is a good
thing;' Bagian said. His fourth
child in college, Mike, hopes
to major in engineering.
Haas said this unique
program underscores Grand
Valley's commitment to helping
students move quickly to
graduation, saving time and
money. The program works a
little differently for transfer
students. Students transferring

photo by Amanda Pitts

A group of parents listens to details about the Grand Finish during a
parent orientation session.

to Grand Valley will receive
a $500 grant once they have
achieved 90 credit hours and
have earned an average of 30
credit hours per year at Grand
Valley following their transfer.
Once students reach the

90 credit hours, the grant
money will be paid over the
next two semesters, which
are typically the final year for
students. Full program details
are available online at www.
gvsu.edu/grandfinish.

New dining center project
to open
Students will be greeted this fall with a new housing project that
combines learning, living and dining. Pictured is the Connection, a
learning/dining center at the south end of the Allendale Campus.
The two-story building features a convenience store, coffee
shop, classrooms, food service, study areas and more. A newly
constructed living center is close by on 42nd Avenue; it has 608
beds in apartment-style units.
photo by Amanda Pitts
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CAMPUS NEWS

Theater faculty member tapped
as state's distinguished professor
Theater professor Karen
Libman was selected as a
Distinguished Professor of the
Year by the Presidents Council,
State Universities of Michigan.
This is the council's fourth
year of recognizing three
distinguished professors from 15
public universities. The award
recognizes outstanding faculty
support of undergraduate
instruction in support of
the central mission of all
universities in the council.
Libman is noted for making
the study of theater arts relevant
to a liberal education and for
constantly exploring new
ways of using the discipline
to broaden the horizons of
her students in the areas
of aesthetics, multicultural
awareness, and social justice.
Libman received the 2007
Barbara Jordan Award at
Grand Valley for her work
with the Women and Gender
Studies program. Working with
colleagues, she developed a
touring theater program, Bard
to Go, to introduce Shakespeare
into the secondary schools.

The program later expanded
to include performances at
schools in Jamaica and China.
For her innovative work with
Bard to Go, Libman received
national recognition from the
American Alliance for Theatre
and Education in 2008.
"I strive for exemplary
learning experiences that ask
students to discover new things,
to risk through creation and
collaboration, and to assume
leadership roles in the classroom
and onstage," said Libman. "This
prepares students for both a life
in the theater and in careers
outside of theater."
Her directing work has
received a meritorious
achievement award from the
Kennedy Center/American
College Theatre Festival, and
has been seen locally at Heritage
Theatre, Grand Rapids Civic
Theatre and Grand Rapids
Jewish Theatre.
Grand Valley's Scott Grissom,
professor of computing and
information systems, was named
Distinguished Professor in 2008.

GVSU continues
Michigan brain gain
A new study shows nine out oflO of Grand Valley's 2009
graduates are employed or in graduate school in Michigan.
So while many are concerned about a "brain drain" of talented
and highly educated young people leaving the state, Grand
Valley is providing a "brain gain."
An April report issued by the Career Services office
showed that 91.5 percent of Grand Valley's 2009 graduates
are employed or in graduate school. Of those graduates, 88
percent have remained in Michigan.
"The experiences of these students offer examples of how
a college education is the best way to a good living and a good
life in Michigan;' said Troy Farley, director of Career Services.
Other statistics from the report include the following:
• 72.3 percent of 2009 graduates are employed;
• 19.2 percent of 2009 graduates are in graduate school;
• Of 2009 graduates, 42 percent are employed in business
industry, 29 percent in education, 17 percent in health care
and 12 percent in the nonprofit sector.

GVSU grads stay in Michigan
Other states 12% - - - - - Michigan 88% - - - - - -

source: Career Services

Board of Trustees approves
new cyber school

photo by Daymon J. Hartley

Karen Libman addresses the audience at the Distinguished Professor of
the Year luncheon in Lansing. Libman was named one of the top three
professors in the state by the Presidents Council, State Universities of
Michigan.

Grand Valley's Board of Trustees approved the authorization
of a new cyber charter school. Michigan Virtual Charter
Academy will offer a blended curriculum for K-12 students.
"Students will do half of their work online and the
other half at an established learning center," said
Tim Wood, director of the GVSU Charter Schools
Office. Wood said the cyber charter school will bring
choice to underserved students across the state.
Charter schools are currently capped at 400 students,
but a cyber school will allow for the addition of up to 1,000
more students. Wood said for every two students added, one
must be a high school dropout.
The operator will be K-12, Inc., a Virginia company that is
operating cyber charter schools in 28 states, serving 65,000
students.
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Grand Valley student
first to receive Gordon
Art Fellowship
A new fellowship at the
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute
provided by George and Barbara
Gordon gave a Grand Valley
student a unique summer
learning experience.
The Gordons decided to
fund an arts fellowship after
they visited the institute for
the Biological Field Station's
fifth anniversary. The Gordon
Art Fellowship provides a
stipend to an undergraduate art
student and a faculty mentor
to conduct a two-dimensional
visual art project at the
institute, located in Hastings.
Rachel Kauff is the first
recipient of the fellowship.
An art and design major with
an emphasis in printmaking,
Kauff is from Arlington

Heights, Illinois. She was
able to spend 10 weeks at the
institute, completing a series
of art projects inspired by
the natural areas. Her faculty
mentor was Brett Colley, a
printmaker and assistant
professor of art and design.
The Gordon's strong
commitment to the arts and
Grand Valley have previously
included gifts to double
the size of the George and
Barbara Gordon Art Gallery
on the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus, which features the
work of renowned Michigan
painter Mathias J. Al ten.
photo courtesy of Rachel Kauff

Rachel Kauff received the first fellowship to create an art project at
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. At right is Brett Colley, her faculty mentor.

From the West 'Coast' to the Sunshine Coast
University of the
Sunshine Coast Gallery, in
Queensland, Australia, was
host to an exhibition and
group from Grand Valley in
May. This fall will be Grand
Valley's tum to host.
The historical photographic
exhibition, "Missionaries
Encounter the Other;• was
featured at the Sunshine
Coast Gallery, following the
exhibition in Grand Valley's Red
Wall Gallery in Lake Ontario
Hall. The exhibit is writing
professor Catherine Frerichs'
collection of photographs from
a remote region of New Guinea
where she lived for 17 years
as a daughter of missionaries.
Her text enhanced the display
of photographs by her father,
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which were also included
in her book, Desires ofthe
Heart:A Daughter Remembers
Her Missionary Parents.
As a partner university
with Grand Valley, Sunshine
Coast Gallery curator Dawn
Oelrich welcomed Frerichs,
who discussed the exhibit at
the opening and with several
groups. Exhibit designer Paris
Tennenhouse was also able to
participate thanks to a GVSU
Travel Grant. Additional
members of the Grand Valley
group in Australia were Henry
Matthews, director of Galleries
and Collections, and Mark
Schaub, executive director of the
Padnos International Center.
In September, Grand Valley
will host Oelrich during

www.gvsu.edu

Missionaries Encounter the Other

photo courtesy of Paris Tennenhouse

Grand Valley faculty and staff members, from left, Catherine Frerichs,
Mark Schaub, Paris Tennenhouse and Henry Matthews are pictured at an
art exhibition at the University of the Sunshine Coast in Australia.

ArtPrize, for which Grand
Valley is an outdoor art and

sculpture exhibition center,
featuring works by 25 artists.

ATHLETICS

Volleyball team effort provides relief for
Haiti earthquake victims
-byMicheleCoffill

Laker volleyball players
have a proven track record
of working as a team toward
a goal - witness the 2005
national championship.
Their tools to win are usually
simple: nets and balls.
In March, however, they
used other simple tools knitting needles and yarn
- to craft some comfort and
relief for people in Haiti who
are still suffering after an
earthquake shook the country
in January. Team members
and coach Deanne Scanlon
knitted headbands to sell
with a goal of raising money
for earthquake victims.
Scanlon said seniors Leslie
Curtis and Rebeccah Rapin
were the catalysts behind the
project. Curtis had visited
Haiti before with her mother,
Diane Curtis, who is an
ICU nurse at Metro Health
Hospital in Grand Rapids.
"The rest of the team could
see how passionate Leslie
was about helping the people
in Haiti, so everyone pitched
in," Scanlon said. "Leslie had
to teach us to knit." Scanlon
rearranged her spring practice
schedule and allowed a day off
from the gym for the team to
sit and knit. The Lakers raised
about $300 through the sale
of headbands and collected
$2,000 in donations from
coaches and family members.
More than just sending
money for earthquake relief,
Curtis and Rapin traveled with
Diane Curtis and others to Haiti
in April to put their donations
to work in schools and clinics.
Curtis, an outside hitter
from Caledonia, said witnessing
the damage following the
earthquake was devastating.
"People shouldn't have to
live like that;' Curtis said.
"They were living in tents
because they're too scared

to go in their homes, and
there are still tremors.
"And I say tents, but they
were really sheets and sticks.
And I saw these bricks on the
ground and I wondered what
they were there for. Well,
they sleep on those bricks."
Rapin said the courage
and spirit of the Haitians
was very apparent.
"Every kid we saw had
this huge smile and they were
so full of life, and a lot of the
adults were the same way," said
Rapin, a middle blocker from
Saginaw. Rapin led the team in
kills (327), hitting percentage
(.275), total blocks (115) and
solo blocks (22) last season. She
was named to the American
Volleyball Coaches Association
All-Midwest Region Team and
earned AVCA All-American
honorable mention status.
During their trip, Curtis
and Rapin helped a medical
team treat patients at Haiti
Clinic. Rapin said they saw 765
patients in one day. "Another
day we handed out 1,000
peanut butter sandwiches
and brought crafts and Bibles
to a school;' she said. "Going
there was like a dream. I didn't
think people lived like this."
Curtis said they planned their
trip well, packing only essentials
in their suitcases with plans to
buy all their supplies once they
arrived in Haiti. "When we got
there, we wore money belts and
bought everything we needed;'
she said. All the money they
collected went directly to the
Haitians or to relief foundations;
the group paid their own
travel and lodging expenses.
During their two-week
stay, they also helped rebuild
a school in Cite Soleil, an
extremely impoverished area
of Port-au-Prince. One of
the highlights for Curtis was
meeting the child she sponsors

photos courtesy of Leslie Curtis

Rebeccah Rapin, above, paints a mural on a wall at a preschool in Cite
Soleil during a trip to Haiti in April. At top, Leslie Curtis stands with a boy
she sponsors through the Haiti Foundation Against Poverty.

with Grand Valley student Tyler
Veneman through the Haiti
Foundation Against Poverty.
Both Curtis and Rapin hope
to visit Haiti again. "Sometimes
it doesn't feel like you've helped
that much because the country

needs so much;' Rapin said.
Scanlon disagreed. "For
students at this young age to get
it, take charge and get in there
to help is remarkable," she said.
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Student library survey validates donor support
As university officials prepare
to break ground for the Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning
and Information Commons on
September 21, a new survey of
Laker students both validates
the investments already made by
library donors and helps confirm
the need for the new facility.
In April, students in a School
of Communications class taught
by Barbara Ziemann surveyed
a sampling of students to learn
more about their attitudes
toward the existing library and
needs for a new library. Students
showed overwhelming need for
a new, larger space that serves a
variety of educational needs.
A new library has long been
a priority for Grand Valley,
and planning for the building
accelerated in May after the
Board of Trustees decided to
complete the library without
waiting for state funding. The
technology and learning design
of the new library will serve as
an incubator for 21st century
skills, preparing students

to compete globally in the
information age.

Importance of library for
studying and research
The survey began by looking
at how students use the existing
library and found they use it for
a wide variety ofneeds. Studying
is the top use for three-quarters
of the students surveyed (see
sidebar), followed by research,
group projects and use of the
library's computers.
To library donor Renee
Gaudreau, '07, these were
fundamental needs that a library
should be fulfilling, despite the
impression that students all have
their own computers and prefer
to study in coffee shops.
"It is important to have
spaces to allow students to
get out of their living centers
and into a more academically
focused environment. The
living centers are great locations
for socializing and living, but
studying where you sleep
is not the most productive;'

Mary Ann Keeler

Renee Gaudreau, '07

said Gaudreau, who earned a
bachelor's degree in advertising
and public relations and now
works at Vanderbilt University
in Nashville, Tennessee.

their library more often if it
improved and increased their
access to technology.
"I was glad to see that
students want computers, more
printers, and more books that
they can access by themselves
more easily;' said Mary Ann
Keeler. She and her late
husband Miner S. "Mike" Keeler
became the first donors to the
new library, making a major
leadership gift several years ago.

More access to
technology, more space
Another finding confirmed
that students want more
technology to assist their
studies. Three-quarters of the
students surveyed would use

Survey Highlights
• Studying is the top use,
indicated by 74 percent of
students, followed by
research, group projects
and use of library
computers.
• 75 percent of students
would use the library
more often if it
improved and increased
access to technology.
Respondents wanted
more computers, printers,
data outlets and power
for laptops.

Pictured is a rendering for the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and
Information Commons.

10

SUMMER 2010

I

www.gvsu.edu

• Other library features
that students ranked most
important: versatile
work spaces, less
crowded, more
comfortable and
welcoming environment.
• More than 90 percent
of students said they
would use the proposed
Knowledge Market fairly
or very often. It will
provide expert help
in writing, making
presentations and tech
support.

source: School of Communications survey

DONOR IMPACT

Giving matters
"Great universities have to
have great libraries;' she said
of their gift. "And now they
must include technology:'
Keeler, a recipient of a
Grand Valley honorary degree,
said: "It is amazing to me that
university libraries like Grand
Valley's are in such demand
they stay open all night. The
library is a gathering place
for students, and when they
have all the resources available
at their fingertips, they can
accomplish anything."
Among the survey's findings
was the need for group study
spaces. Gaudreau was not
surprised. "One of my biggest
frustrations as a student was
the lack of group work spaces
on campus," she said.

Knowledge Market
will be in demand
One of the innovations in the
Pew Library is the proposed
Knowledge Market, which
provides onsite assistance
from experts in writing,
making presentations, and
technology, particularly as
students work on collaborative
projects. This was in high
demand, with more than 90
percent of students reporting
they would use it fairly or
very often.

"I would have loved to use
a Knowledge Market when
I was a student, and I think
the response reflects what
professors are expecting from
students now," said Gaudreau.

Google is not enough
"Although students can
reach the Internet almost
anywhere, they still want to
study in a library," said Lee
Van Orsdel, dean of University
Libraries. "And once they are
there, they turn to library staff
because they find that Google
is not enough. We're there
to provide the information,
the licensed databases, the
experts, and the guidance they
need to complete assignments
and develop skills to become
lifelong learners:'
Karen Loth, assistant vice
president for Development, is
optimistic about completing
the fundraising for the library.
"Even at 50, Grand Valley is
still a young institution, and
all gifts matter. Absolutely
everyone can play a part in
preparing students to succeed
in the information economy;'
she said.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/
shapingourfuture for more
about the campaign.

Groundbreaking for
Pew Library
Tuesday, September 21
Noon-1 p.m.
Lawn near Kirkhof Center,
Allendale Campus
Public invited; to RSVP, call Linda Schmidt
at (616) 331-5710 by September 9. For more
information, call University Development
(616) 331-6000.

Endowment at a record high
Grand Valley's endowment has reached $65.5 million, a university
record high. This record was achieved thanks to generous private gifts
and careful financial stewardship by the university that resulted in
good endowment performance. The endowment fund outperformed
its overall benchmark during the third quarter, and through April, the
fiscal year-to-date return for the fund was 19.5 percent.
The endowment fund helps support scholarships, academic
programs, technology and other needed resources.

Pictured are Enrichment Dinner honorees, clockwise from top left, Dan
and Pam Devos, Edward and Frances Frey, Mary Seeger and Tim and
Barbara Schowalter.

Enrichment Dinner honors
leaders and legacy
Attended by more than 1,400 donors and friends, the annual
Grand Valley University Foundation Enrichment Dinner on
June 8 was a great success. The evening was a celebration of
Grand Valley's "legacy ofleadership;' honoring the university's
founding leaders for their vision, the West Michigan
community's multiple generations ofleaders in philanthropy, and
the emerging new leaders taking Grand Valley into the future.
Honored that evening with Enrichment Awards were Edward
and Frances Frey (posthumously) and Daniel and Pamella
DeVos. Timothy and Barbara Schowalter received the
Leadership Award.
Mary Seeger, one of Grand Valley's first faculty members, was
honored with the Arend D. Lubbers Award.
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SHIFTING FROM

** SOLDIER TO
STUDENT
University network aids transition
for veterans using new GI Bill
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by Michele Coffill

If

Joshua Ford remained
in the Army, he might
have spent his summer
defusing bombs in Afghanistan
rather than studying for a
biomedical sciences degree.
Ford was a member of an
Explosive Ordinance Disposal
team, soldiers who do work
similar to that depicted in the
Oscar-winning Best Picture
"The Hurt Locker:' He trained
for two years to learn how to
defuse conventional, chemical,
biological and nuclear weapons.
He was on track to be deployed
overseas when a heart condition
surfaced. "I found out that
I have a tendency to lose
consciousness when under
severe stress;' Ford said.
Although offered a lessstressful job in the Army,
Ford declined and opted for a
medical discharge. "I had found
something I had loved doing,
and now I was a 22-year-old
facing a midlife crisis;' said
Ford, a native of Plainwell.
Fortunately for Ford and
thousands of others like him,
Congress last August passed the
Post-9/ 11 GI Bill, which provides
financial support for education
and housing for people
with military service after
September 11, 2001. It was the
largest investment in veterans'
education since World War II.
Nationally, more than 240,000
veterans enrolled in colleges
and universities using the bill's
benefits. About 300 veterans
enrolled in Grand Valley in fall
2009 and another SO enrolled
in the winter semester.
To prepare for the influx of
new students, Grand Valley
officials last spring established
a network of specialists
who could help ease the
transition for veterans from
life in the armed forces to
life on campus. The network
includes representatives from
Admissions, Career Services,
Financial Aid, Registrar's Office,
Counseling Center and other
key areas of the university.
Steve Lipnicki, assistant dean

of students, was charged with
creating the network. "Since the
university was already providing
the needed services, including
enrollment certification for
GI Bill recipients, advising,
counseling, career, and child
care, the concept of a network
emerged as an approach to
help military veterans and
their family members access
the services and support
unique to this population,"
he said. A website, www.
gvsu.edu/veterans, lists
contact people and offers a
host of other resources.
To build a social network,
a group of student veterans
registered as an official student
organization in January. The
Student Veterans Organization
holds regular meetings and
sponsors events like the
Welcome Home SK Fun Run/
Walk in March, which served as
a precursor to the LZ Michigan
event at Fifth Third Ballpark
in July that welcomed home
thousands of Vietnam vets.
Ford is the Student Veterans
Organization's president. "The
problem we have is that veterans
tend to be very focused on
school and work. Having a social
outlet is not a high priority
for many of them," he said.
Uma Mishra enrolled at
Grand Valley in 2007, using
benefits provided for disabled
veterans from the Veterans
Affairs' VetSuccess Program.
She was deep into a career as
an Army medical lab technician
when treatment for severe
headaches led to a diagnosis of
pseudotumor cerebri, which
has symptoms that can mimic a
brain tumor. Like Ford, Mishra
received a medical discharge.
As someone who enrolled
at Grand Valley prior to the
new GI Bill, Mishra said the
university's efforts to reach
student veterans have improved.
"In 2007, there was one
person at Grand Valley who was
familiar with veterans' issues,"
Mishra said. "Over this past
year, there has been a big effort

"Every now and th
.
thinking how Odd ~n. I find myself
fire weapons and ,t .'s that I used to
Vehicle and now I ~;•~e a two-ton
U
'" a class and
take notes ,,
· ma Mishra

to acknowledge the existence
of veterans on campus." Grand
Valley is listed as a "militaryfriendly school" by the
magazine and website GI Jobs.
Mishra, who lives in Grand
Rapids, joined the Army after
graduating from high school.
"For me, the military was such
a great experience;' she said.
"I traveled all over and met
people of all ages." Mishra
also said the level of trust the
Army places in its soldiers is
unmatched in the civilian world.
"The military entrusts
18- and 19-year-olds with
thousands of dollars worth
of equipment and watches
them grow into leadership
positions. You just don't find
that in regular jobs," she said.

As a lab technician,
Mishra conducted biological
weapons research and served
as a supervisor when she
was promoted to sergeant.
Although in the Army, she said
supervisors wear multiple hats.
"I was a parent, friend, mentor
and boss;' Mishra said. After
she was discharged, Mishra
worked for a year at a Spectrum
Health lab before leaving to
be a full-time student and
pursue an English degree.
Eric Cederholm banked his
vacation days with the Air Force
in order to leave a bit early to
take advantage of the new GI
Bill and meet Grand Valley's
fall class schedule. Consider
this Cederholm's second tour
as a Laker; he first enrolled in

photo courtesy of Uma Mishra

On page 12, Uma Mishra stands on Little Mac Bridge. When she was in the
Army, Mishra served as a medical lab technician.
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"People in my class will freak o~t
over an upcoming test, and I will s~y,
'Be cool, dude, no one is going to die
over a test."' - Joshua Ford

2003 then left in 2005 to enlist
in the Air Force. As a senior
airman, Cederholm said he
was a "jack of all trades" and
worked mainly as a crew chief.
Cederholm, a sociology major
who grew up in Arcadia, also
works in Grand Rapids on
Division Street at the Health
Care for Homeless Veterans
office. The office serves about
3,500 veterans a year, helping
them establish and maintain
a home while connecting
them with other resources.
Cederholm laughed and said
that his job is similar to what
he did for the Air Force. "I do
program support here; I'm
sort of the crew chief, and do a
little of everything," he said.
Cederholm said he found it
pretty easy to navigate Grand
Valley's system of registering
and paying for courses although
he advocated for a dedicated

Veterans' Services office. "It
would be nice to have one office
that could help with all the
questions you have;' he said.
Registering for classes is a
perfunctory step. For some
student veterans, switching
from soldier to student status
can be a more complex
transition, according to Mishra.
"When you're out, the
experience you had in the
service seems sort of surreal,"
she said. "Every now and then
I find myself thinking how odd
it is that I used to fire weapons
and drive a two-ton vehicle
and now I sit in a class and
take notes."
Julie Yunker, Grand Valley's
Police Academy director, serves
as faculty advisor to the Student
Veterans Organization. Yunker,
an Air Force veteran, said
group members feel somewhat
disconnected from traditional

Eric Cederholm stands near the Devos Center. Cederholm served in the
Air Force and said he may re-enlist some day.
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Once a member of an Army team trained to defuse bombs, Joshua Ford
says there is less stress in his life as a student.

students. Drawing from her
own experience in the service,
Yunker said that's normal.
"For the first two or three
years after someone leaves
the service, they are in sort of
limbo where they still are very
connected to the friends they
made in the service," Yunker
said. "So they find it hard to
build relationships with other
students in a classroom." She
added that the members of the
Student Veterans Organization
are very service-oriented
and have connected with
an American Legion post to
collaborate on projects.
Mishra said during her
Army discharge, officials did
not provide a lot of career
counseling. "So many vets were
coming back at that time, I
think they were overwhelmed
and transitioning people as fast
as possible. Now with more
awareness of post-traumatic
stress disorder, I think the Army
is stepping back to give good
advice upon discharge," she said.
For Ford, being in a classroom
gives him a sense of calmness.
Given his previous high-stress
Army job, perhaps that is
natural. "The other people in
my class will freak out over an
upcoming test, and I will say,
'Be cool, dude, no one is going
to die over a test,"' he said.
"The gap between being 18

and a freshman and being 22 and
a freshman is wide enough. It's
even wider when you already
have had a career and know
what you want from life."
Ford said his time in the Army
has made him more aware and
respectful of different cultures
and religions. He also said he
is now more open to listening
to other opinions - although
not shy about sharing his. He
relayed a class discussion during
which a student complained
about the U.S. spending too
much money on the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
"I spoke up and said, 'My
team leader is building schools
in Afghanistan and disarming
mines that are left over from the
Soviets in the 1990s. You don't
think that is worth spending
money on?"' Ford said.
Cederholm, too, said he has
participated in heated, but
respectful, discussions during
classes over the wars. He also
makes a point to ask permission
from his professor to address a
class briefly on occasions like
Veterans Day or, say, after a
Laker football game. "It bugs me
at football games when students
leave their hats on during the
national anthem. I now have
a greater understanding of
patriotism. It's pride in what
you stand for;' Cederholm said.

TINY
COMPUTERS,
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BIG
SOLUTIONS
Students are 'critical mass' of
talent in mobile app lab

- by Brian J . Bowe

N

ot too long ago,
computer applications
were designed to be
used by people sitting at a desk
in front of a full-sized computer
or maybe with a laptop in a
coffee shop or airport terminal.
But in this era of iPhones and
Androids and Blackberrys, an
increasing number of people
carry tiny computers on their
belts or in their pockets or
purses all the time. These
computers are always on,
keeping people connected at
the grocery store or the beach,
from the first thing in the
morning to last thing at night.
To respond to this growing
phenomenon, Grand Valley's
School of Computing and
Information Systems launched

a new Mobile Applications and
Services Lab in August 2009.
That lab is led by associate
professor Jonathan Engelsma,
a Grand Valley alumnus who
returned to his alma mater last
August after 16 years working
in research for Motorola.
In winter semester 2010,
the lab released three versions
of a Grand Valley application
called Laker Mobile: one for
iPhones, one for iPads and
one for Android devices. The
applications feature news
headlines, a link to Grand
Valley's online directory, a
Twitter feed that monitors
traffic related to Grand Valley
and a media section that ties into
multimedia content, including
Grand Valley You Tube videos.
There's also a GPS-enabled
map function that will help

people find their way around
campus. The icons for the app
were designed by students in the
Department of Art and Design
under the supervision of faculty
member Chitra Gopalakrishnan.
That app earned a lot of
attention, but Engelsma has
his eyes set on bigger things.
He envisions a time when
shop displays may interact
with smartphones, or when
content providers can interact
directly with users through their
devices. And he's assembled a
team that he hopes will help
Grand Valley lead the way.

Concentration of talent
One of the stars of the
Mobile Applications and
Services Lab is graduate
student Alejandro Montoya,
29, who moved from Colombia

to Grand Valley specifically
to work with Engelsma.
"I have been working on the
iPhone for three years, so I have
a lot of applications in the app
store," Montoya said. "I came to
Grand Valley because Professor
Engelsma was looking for
somebody with experience who
could complement the team."
Engelsma said he became
aware of Montoya's skills
through a colleague.
"I wanted to get some really
top-notch iPhone developers
in here. They're hard to find,"
Engelsma said. Fellow professor
Christian Trefftz was aware of
Montoya from an institution
where he had taught called
Universidad EAFIT, in the city
of Medellin, Colombia. Trefftz's
brother, Helmuth, is currently
the head of the computer
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just people who are really
passionate about the work:'
The lab, Engelsma hopes,
will become a leader in mobile
application development.
"I think we'll have a
critical mass of mobile
technology developer talent
here - perhaps the largest
concentration of talent in West
Michigan," Engelsma said.

Unconscious
extension of the self

photos by Amanda Pitts

Jonathan Engelsma, right, shows Paul Plotkowski, dean of Padnos
College of Engineering and Computing, the Grand Valley app created by
students in the Mobile Applications and Services Lab.

science program there.
Engelsma looked at some
of Montoya's previous work.
"I realized right away that
this guy has got some really
solid talent," he said, adding
that Montoya has been a
great addition to the team.
"It has worked out well. We've
got a top-notch mobile guy, and
through some of my connections
he's now at [game developer]
Electronic Arts in California - a
coveted internship position.
So I think it's been mutually
beneficial," Engelsma said.
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It's a formula that Engelsma
hopes to repeat when more
graduate assistants arrive
this month from the same
program. But much of the lab's
success has been driven by the
undergraduate students who
work on the projects; many
put in long hours, even when
they're not expected to.
"They're all off at their
internships, and at night
they're all still working on
my projects," Engelsma said.
"It's not like I'm cracking
the whip, either. They're

www.gvsu.edu

Montoya said there are some
key differences to developing
for the mobile platform,
as compared to traditional
application development.
''You have to take into account
that you have limited resources
in the devices;• Montoya said.
"They have a limited CPU
[central processing unit], so
it's not as fast as a desktop
computer. You have limited
room to display information,
so you have to think about
how to show just the relevant
information. You also don't have
the same tools to develop for the
devices, only a subset. They only
put in the important things:•
But the limitations of
smartphones also open up
new frontiers for developers.
''You can imagine another
kind of application. People
live with these devices. They
always have the devices
with them, so you have to
think of how to use this in a
good way," Montoya said.
One of the other MASL
students, John Spencer,
graduated in April after
specializing in computer
security and Voice over
Internet Protocol. His senior
year was his first foray into
building mobile applications.
"I think it has opened my
eyes to how versatile the
mobile platform is and how
widespread it is," Spencer said.
"I carry a smartphone, and I
use Facebook and I'm texting
and I'm doing all these things.
It's almost an unconscious

extension of myself:•
The MASL team is now
working to launch a new
app, named Shop Social, that
combines bar code scanning
software and social media
in retail settings. The app
development was funded by a
$50,000 grant from Motorola.
"We're really trying to study
how mobile technology, along
with enriched social media, will
be used by consumers right in
a retail setting," Engelsma said.
"We want to see how people
respond and use it, and what
benefits there might be, both
for consumers and merchants:•
Shop Social will allow users
to research products, see videos
about how the product works,
and find out what kinds of
accessories might be needed.
Engelsma acknowledges
that there are other bar code
scanning apps available,
but those focus on price
comparisons. As its name would
suggest, Shop Social focuses on
the social aspects of shopping.
"What we're really trying
to find out is, 'What are your
friends thinking about this
product now?' or - better
yet - 'What products are in
your friends' activity streams?'
Chances are you might
like similar things to what
they do;' Engelsma said.
Shop Social users can earn
badges for different activities,
much like in the up-and-coming
social media service Foursquare.
"It's a very whimsical fun game
mechanic that we've built into
the app;' Engelsma said.

Never looked back
For Engelsma, accepting
a position at Grand Valley in
2009 was a return to his roots.
He grew up eight miles east
of the Allendale Campus in
Walker. While he originally had
dreams of studying biology, he
changed his mind during his
freshman year at Grand Valley.
"I took the entry-level
programming class here at

Grand Valley staff members, left, Dave Poortvliet and Ben Rapin watch as Alejandro Montoya displays the app on an iPad and iPhone.

Grand Valley my first semester,
and I never looked back,"
Engelsma said. "By the time
I was one semester in, I was
pretty sure I was going to be
a computer science major."
Engelsma said he benefited
from the close working
relationships with faculty
members. "I think there were a
lot of really close student-faculty
relationships in which your
professor became your mentor,"
he said. "That's still true today:•
In particular, Engelsma credits
retired husband-and-wife Grand
Valley professors Bruce and
Georgie Klein with encouraging
him to pursue a doctorate.
"We all brought sack lunches
in those days, and Bruce used
to always come out and have
lunch with us;' Engelsma
remembered. "I had many
noon-hour discussions with
him about computer science:'
Engelsma graduated from
Grand Valley with a computer
science degree in 1987 and

pursued graduate studies at
Michigan State University
with the notion of becoming a
college professor. Instead, he
ended up working for Motorola.
In 1999, his wife and children
returned to West Michigan and
he telecommuted for Motorola
over the next decade. In 2002,
he began teaching graduate

classes at Grand Valley as an
adjunct faculty member.
"When this opportunity
opened up, I wasn't serious at
first, honestly;• Engelsma said.
"Then, after I spent time with
other faculty and met some
students and got a feeling for the
energy, I realized this could be
a really fun place to spend time.

And I'm really enjoying myself:•
For more information about
the Mobile Applications and
Services Lab, visit http://
masl.cis.gvsu.edu.
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GRADUATE AND AT-RISK STUDENTS
LEARN FROM EACH OTHER - by Dottie Barnes

E

ducators at Godfrey
Elementary in
Wyoming describe
their school as unique compared
to other schools in the Grand
Rapids area. A variety of
cultures are represented in the
student body, and more than half
of the students do not consider
English their first language.
Many students are Hispanic and
there are students from Russia,
Bosnia, Asian countries and
Somalia, among others.
"We have parents from all
over wanting their children to
attend our school because it is
so rich and diverse," said Carol
Lautenbach, principal and
director of education at Godfrey
Elementary.
That rich diversity can bring
challenges and that is where
a partnership between Grand
Valley and Godfrey-Lee Public
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Schools has helped students of
all ages in the district.
In 1995, Barbara J. Reinken,
retired associate professor
of education, established the
Grand Valley State University
Literacy Center. The four-week
summer reading program
matches graduate students in
the College of Education with
students within Godfrey-Lee
Public Schools for tutoring
sessions in reading and writing.
"When I came to Grand
Valley, I wanted to find a way to
help and work with struggling
readers," said Reinken, who
retired from Grand Valley in
May. "My entire career has
been in urban settings and the
partnership with Godfrey-Lee
allowed me to take a dream
and make it a reality. When the
program started we had 19 K-12
students; this summer we have

more than 200 students:'
Reinken said the program
helps at-risk English Language
Learners (ELLs) develop
the oral and written literacy
skills needed to successfully
participate in the classroom, and
provides a focused practicum
site for graduate candidates.
The Godfrey-Lee district has the
highest number of ELLs in Kent
County.
"I felt that a practicum could
be a way for graduate candidates
to expand their professional
growth by exposing them to
the needs ofK-12 students who
struggle in regular classroom
settings due to language needs,"
said Reinken.
Heather Cobb helped
teach at the literacy center
in the summer of 2008 while
completing her master's degree
at Grand Valley. She is currently
a first-grade teacher at Pine
Creek Elementary School in
the West Ottawa Public School
district.
"It was an incredible learning
experience;' said Cobb, a native
of Allendale. "I could take what
I was learning in the classroom
and go do it."
Cobb said being able to work
with students from different
cultures has helped her in her
current position. "I remember
working with two boys, one was
from Ethiopia and the other
was from Central America. Our
experiences were so different,"
Cobb recalled. "We would sit
and talk and have three different
languages going. We would
learn and share with each other
(through an interpreter when
needed) and this helped me
learn how to assess the needs of
at-risk students."
Pamala Finger, a computer/
technology teacher at Riverside
Middle School in Grand Rapids,
earned her bachelor's and
master's degrees from Grand
Valley and was involved with
the literacy center in 2009. She
worked with 12 middle school
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Students at Godfrey Elementary in Wyoming point to vocabulary words. With help from Grand Valley graduate
students, participants in a district summer reading program have improved their literacy skills.

students who were at different
stages of English language
development.
"During my practicum, my
knowledge ofliteracy increased
through my interactions with
teachers and students;' said
Finger, a native of Grand Rapids.
"It was important to build trust
and a personal bond with the
students so I would ask them
about their lives and I revealed
facts about my family and
educational experiences:'
Finger said she enjoyed
sharing her love of reading and
writing with the students who
were motivated to learn. "I liked
the challenge of combining
effective teaching practices with
a wide range of instructional
material, especially technology,"
she said.

At the center, students
read and write each day
and participate in a number
of activities and field trips.
The program runs MondayThursday from 8 a.m.-1:30
p.m. with breakfast and lunch
provided daily. Godfrey-Lee
Public Schools supports the
program through a variety of
federal grants, general funds
and donations. Grand Valley
provides instructional material
through donations by students
and faculty and funds from the
College of Education.
Teachers at Godfrey-Lee
recommend students for the
program and then Grand Valley
graduate students design and
help teach an appropriate
curriculum.
"It's a very joyful program,"

explained Lautenbach. "The
students are excited to come and
parents start asking about the
program as early as December
or January." Lautenbach said
parents in the district are very
supportive of the center, adding
that they want to help their
children learn but may not have
the English skills to do so.
"We know children in
transition lose skills at a deeper,
faster rate than the general
population, so keeping them in a
literate environment is crucial,"
she explained. "The one-on-one
help from Grand Valley graduate
students is fabulous and the
field trips they take build their
background knowledge and
cultural knowledge."
Lautenbach added if English
isn't the primary language
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"IT'S A VERY JOYFUL
PROGRAM ... THE
STUDENTS ARE
EXCITED TO COME."
Carol Lautenbach,
principal and director of education
at Godfrey Elementary.

for a student, they may not
understand all the nuances
of the content or answer a
standardized test question
correctly.
Celia Garcia's son, Aldo, will
start sixth grade in the fall and
has attended the center each
summer since second grade.
"The program reinforces what
he has learned during the school

year and helps him remember
what he has learned as he starts
the next grade," said Garcia. "I
tell him everyday that he needs
to learn and graduate and go to
college. That is my goal, to get
him as much education as he
can get."
Garcia said Aldo now has a
better awareness of what he
needs to know and accomplish.

photos courtesy of Godfrey Elementary School

More than half of the students at Godfrey Elementary do not consider
English their first language. School officials said by participating in the
GVSU Literacy Center, students are better able to meet achievement
goals.
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"The reading and activities
occupy his mind and body. He
loves to go and I am glad for
him. I want him to have a good
future. When he graduates with
scholarships to attend college,
he will thank me," she said.
Lautenbach said the school's
goal is to set students on a path
for graduating on-time; and,
for many students, that can
only be achieved by attending
extended year programs such
as the literacy center. "Our
research shows the gains on
MAP (Measures of Academic
Progress) tests made by students
in extended year programs
were greater than the general
population;' she said.
The center's success has led
to expansion of the program
to include any student in the
district with a literacy need and
parents living in the district
through a TESOL program Teachers of English to Speakers
of Other Languages. The literacy
center was a finalist for the 2010
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter
Partnership Award for CampusCommunity Collaboration
and has received national
recognition for university-

community partnerships.
"We are so thankful for the
program and this partnership;'
said Lautenbach. "Grand
Valley's College of Education
is so generous with books and
supplies and the students look
forward to each receiving a book
and writing journal provided
personally by Dean Elaine
Collins:'
Lautenbach said without the
partnership students might not
make it. "The gaps are huge for
many kids and without more
time to learn they just wouldn't
keep up with the learning
demands. It's not the fault of the
parent or student, it's just reality.
Summer is a critical time and
the personal relationships and
connections made with Grand
Valley graduate students is so
meaningful for our students,"
she said.
Reinken said she is proud
of the graduate students'
achievements and how they
take learning seriously. "All
participants find the experience
rewarding - academically and
culturally;' she said.

GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY PRESENTS

Fall Arts Celebration 2010
ENRICHING THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES IN WEST MICHIGAN
This fall begins Grand Valley's
50th anniversary year and with it
comes a series of exceptional
events for the entire West
Michigan community. Among
them is Fall Arts Celebration, a
highly popular and anticipated
annual showcase for the arts,
humanities and liberal education.

"Grand Valley preserves and
celebrates what is great in the
arts traditions of the past, but
at the same time enriches the
future by developing the talents
that will make this century's
art worth celebrating, too,"
said festival spokesperson Fred
Antczak, dean of the College

of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
"We kick off this year's Fall
Arts in style in September,
with a performance of an
American music master and
masterpiece, then feature
faculty members so variously
and generously productive that
two Art Gallery exhibitions are
needed. Perspective on the next
50 years in the world will be
the focus of the Distinguished
Academic Lecturer."
Poets lauded on a national and
international scale are featured
in October, and another pair of
American giants are featured in
the dance program in November.
Finally, a holiday present to the
community in December will
bring together Grand Valley
faculty and staff members and
students in the performance of
a legendary oratorio. "This will
be a full-hearted celebration
and will be extraordinary
fun," said Antczak.

GVSUMUSIC
DEPARTMENT PRESENTS
John Philip Sousa's 'El Capitan'

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 8 P.M.
Louis Armstrong Theatre
Performing Arts Center

John Philip Sousa's 'El Capitan' kicks off Fall Arts Celebration 2010.

At the turn of the 20th
century, John Philip Sousa
was possibly the most widely
known name in music during
an era known as the "golden
age of bands." Grand Valley's
Fall Arts Celebration and the
Music Department present a
rare opportunity to go back
in time to hear and enjoy
the music of Sousa in this
concert performance.
The music of the March
King has become synonymous

with both patriotism and the
American spirit. His 12-year
tenure, beginning in 1880, as
director of the United States
Marine Band in Washington
D.C., and his subsequent
world tours with the famed
Sousa Band, left an indelible
footprint on the musical fabric
of the American nation.
What is often forgotten is
Sousa's love for the operetta.
Just prior to accepting the
directorship of the Marine
Band, the young composer
moved to Philadelphia where
he performed, arranged and
composed for several theaters
as well as created orchestrations
for several Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas. His own "El Capitan,"
first performed in 1896, played
for four years in America and
six months in England, and
turned out to be the most
important 19th-century operetta
by an American composer.
"El Capitan" is a fun mixture
of silliness and mistaken
identity. The lead character,
Don Enrico Medigua, is the
viceroy of Spanish-occupied
Peru. After he secretly has the
rebel leader El Capitan killed,
he disguises himself to assume
his enemy's identity in order
to avoid the anger of the rebel
soldiers. Estrelda, the former
viceroy's daughter, impressed
by tales of El Capitan's daring,
falls in love with the disguised
Don Enrico, who happens to be
already married. Meanwhile,
Don Enrico's wife and daughter
add to the general chaos by
frantically searching for him. In
order to keep his real identity
hidden, Don Enrico is forced
to lead the hapless rebels.

Faculty members from Art and Design and the School of Communications
celebrate Grand Valley's 50th anniversary with MultiMedia I and II
exhibitions in the Art Gallery.

ART GALLERY
EXHIBITIONS
"MultiMedia I & II: Art & Design and
School of Communications Faculty
Celebrate Grand Valley's 50th
Anniversary"
GVSU Art Gallery
Performing Arts Center
MultiMedia I: Opening Reception,
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15,
5-7 P.M.
Exhibition Dates: August 270ctober 1
MultiMedia II: Opening Reception,
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 5-7 P.M.
Exhibition Dates: October 14November 19

Director of Galleries and
Collections Henry Matthews
thought the university's 50th
anniversary was a perfect
opportunity to showcase
some of the diverse talents
of faculty members.
"We invited tenure-track
faculty in the Department of
Art & Design and the School
of Communications to take
part in this year's Art Gallery
exhibition for the Fall Arts
Celebration;' said Matthews.
"With so many faculty-artists
interested in participating, we
decided to hold two exhibitions
to allow ample space for all."
More than 60 new works by

28 faculty will be featured. A
wide range of media including
animation, installation,
metals, painting, photography,
printmaking, sculpture,
textiles, video and works on
paper will be included in the
exhibitions, which will have
different artists in each show.
Instead of a typical exhibition
catalog, a virtual book has
been developed, which will be
available for viewing online,
before, during and for some time
after the exhibitions. It features
a biography of each artist, a
sample of their work, and a short
essay that presents a context for
the history of faculty exhibitions
at the fine arts gallery.
"Those who come for both
exhibitions will get to see a full
range of our faculty's awardwinning production;' said
Antczak. "By continuing to
create fine works and remaining
vitally involved in their art, they
bring current expertise to their
students in the classroom."

DISTINGUISHED
ACADEMIC LECTURER
Jill Ker Conway
"The Next 50 Years in the World"
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 7 P.M.
L.V. Eberhard Center
Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus

Distinguished Academic Lecturer Jill Ker Conway draws on past
experience to take a look ahead during her presentation.

A successful author,
academician, and
businesswoman who
serves on the boards of
major corporations, Jill Ker
Conway will share a wealth
of experience and insights,
and take a look ahead during
her presentation.
Conway was born in New
South Wales in the Australian
outback, where she and her
family lived in near isolation
working a sheep station, until
moving to Sydney when she
was a teen. The magnitude of
obstacles she has overcome
to reach her full potential
has been detailed in her
three books of memoir,
beginning with The Road from
Coorain, published in 1989.

Having faced gender bias
during her life in Australia,
Conway moved to the U.S.
when, at the age of 25, she
was accepted into the history
program at Harvard, where she
received a doctorate in 1969.
In 1975, Conway became the
first woman president of Smith
College, the largest women's
college in the U.S., and held the
position for 10 years. Among her
many accomplishments at Smith
were the instigation of programs
to assist welfare mothers in
pursuing a liberal arts education,
and a scholars program for older
women to study part time.
Conway holds 39 honorary
degrees from North
American and Australian
colleges and universities.

GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE

23

Guggenheim Foundation and
the National Endowment for
the Arts, Hicok's poetry has
been selected for inclusion in
six volumes of Best American
Poetry. His newest book
is Words for Empty and
Words for Full (University of
Pittsburgh Press, 2010).
Of his other books, This
Clumsy Living was awarded the
Bobbitt Prize from the Library
of Congress, Animal Soul was
a finalist for the National Book
Critics Circle Award, and The
Legend ofLight received the
Felix Pollak Prize in Poetry and
was named a 1997 ALA Booklist
Notable Book of the Year.
Carol Ann Duffy

Bob Hicok

POETRY NIGHT

Scottish Arts Council Award,
and Mean Time, which won
the Whitbread Poetry Award.
The evening will also include
Bob Hicok, a Michigan native
who attended Grand Valley in
the early 1980s, as a student in
William James College. Hicok
said he remembers those years
as a time "when I had hair," but
also an exciting time at what
was then Grand Valley State
Colleges. "I was given a great
deal of freedom; and access
to professors was extensive. I
remember Robert Burns, Roz
and Robert Mayberry, Stephen
Rowe, all of them fondly, all of
them as people who loved ideas
and discussing them;' he said.
Hicok went on to receive an
MFA from Vermont College. He
has taught creative writing at
Western Michigan University
and now teaches at Virginia
Tech University. In between,
he worked for nearly two
decades as an automotive
die designer and eventually
owned his own business. His
poetry skill was once described
in the New York Times Book
Review as being somewhere
between those of the surgeon
and the gods of the foundry
and convalescent homes.
A recipient of many awards,
including four Pushcart Prizes,
and fellowships from the

"An Evening of Poetry and
Conversation with Carol Ann
Duffy and Bob Hicok"
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 7 P.M.
L.V. Eberhard Center

Each year Poetry Night
brings talented poets to Grand
Valley and the West Michigan
community. In 2010, the two
featured poets extend the
reach, stretching from Great
Britain to Grand Valley.
Great Britain's Poet Laureate
Carol Ann Duffy is the first
female poet laureate of England,
and the first Scottish person to
hold the position. Duffy is one
of Britain's best-known and
most celebrated poets. She was
first noted for her collection
The World's Wife, in which each
poem was told in the voice of
the wife of a great historical
figure, from Mrs. Aesop to
Queen Herod to Mrs. Darwin.
Much of her work addresses
the female experience, be it her
own or others. She zooms in
on issues including oppression,
gender and violence, but Duffy
has also explored intimacy
through a series charting the
course of a love affair in her
collection Rapture, which
won the T.S. Eliot Prize. Other
collections include Standing
Female Nude, winner of the

GVSU MUSIC AND
DANCE FACULTY AND
STUDENTS PRESENT
'Appalachian Spring'
Choreography by Martha Graham
© The Martha Graham Center
of Contemporary Dance

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 8 P.M.
Louis Armstrong Theatre
Performing Arts Center

Due to its length and caliber
of performance, "Appalachian
Spring" is not often performed,
and Antczak said Grand
Valley is very privileged to
bring this work to the West
Michigan community.
Just as the 50th anniversary
of Grand Valley represents
the ideals of achievement
and excellence, "Appalachian
Spring" captures the essence
of an ideal America of open
fields, the pastoral beauty of
the American heartland, and
the true spirit of the American
people. Music and dance
students, faculty members
and guest artists will perform
the score by composer Aaron
Copland, choreography by
modern dance pioneer Martha
Graham, with set design by
the famed Isamu Noguchi.
The work premiered on
October 30, 1944, in the
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge
Auditorium, Library of

Congress, Washington, D.C.,
named for the patron-pianist
who commissioned the music.
The ballet, created by Graham
during the bleakness of World
War II, was once described
by Dance Magazine writer
Richard Phillip as a powerful
reaffirmation of the power of
love, the exuberance of hope
and a sweet sense of earth's
mystery. It depicts springtime
in the American wilderness and
follows a newlywed pioneer
couple as they begin their life
together with hope and love
in the face of the unknown.
Copland is noted for creating
music that could be enjoyed and
appreciated by everyone. He
drew from American folk music,
jazz, and European classical
music to create a uniquely
American sound. The Shaker
melody "Simple Gifts" is the
most widely recognized section
of the ballet "Appalachian
Spring," for which he won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1944. His other
best known works include
"Fanfare for the Common
Man," and scores for the ballets
"Rodeo" and "Billy the Kid,"
and film scores for "The Red
Pony" and "Our Town."
For the entire duration of
the creative collaboration with
Graham, Copland affectionately
referred to the score for
"Appalachian Spring" as the
"Ballet for Martha." It was
Graham who, shortly before the
premiere, changed the title to
"Appalachian Spring," drawn
from an inspirational poem
"The Bridge," by Hart Crane. As
a choreographer, Graham was
as prolific as she was complex.
She created 181 ballets and a
dance technique that forever
altered the dance world and
continues to be a source of
inspiration for generations of
dance and theater artists.
Graham's dancing and
choreography exposed the
depths of human emotion
through movements that
were sharp, angular, jagged,
and direct. The characters in

"Appalachian Spring" contract
their abdomens as a means of
support and control and then
release into other movements.
There is also a sense of
rigidity in the movements of
the characters, almost as if
the shapes were cut out of
a wooden block. Graham's
dancers often appear to have
a hard, angular aesthetic
not common to the normal
smooth, lyrical body motions.
During the 2010 winter
semester, Peter Sparling, former
Martha Graham Company
member, visited Grand Valley to
advise the casting process. Susan
Kikuchi, also a former Graham
Company member and daughter
of the famous Yuriko, an original
company member, will be on
campus in September and
October acting as the regisseur
for the Martha Graham Center
of Contemporary Dance,
providing stage direction.

A FALL ARTS
CELEBRATION
HOLIDAY GIFT
George Frideric Handel's 'Messiah'
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 8 P.M.
Fountain Street Church
24 Fountain Street NE, Grand Rapids

Miri Orihara performs in Martha Graham's 'Appalachian Spring.'

The final performance of the
2010 Fall Arts Celebration will
bring together the University
Arts Chorale, alumni members
of that ensemble, and an
orchestra consisting of faculty
members and students for a
performance of the first part
of Handel's popular oratorio,
"Messiah." Performing the
memorable solo arias will
be faculty members Kathryn
Stieler, soprano, and Dale
Schriemer, baritone.
Conceived for the concert hall,
"Messiah" was not performed in
a church until eight years after
its first performance in Dublin
in 1742. This performance,
however, will be held in

Fountain Street Church, an
historic venue noted for its
beautiful acoustics, perfect for
hearing this choral masterwork.
This rendition of"Messiah"
will feature a 70-member
chorus directed by Ellen Pool,
associate professor of music.
The orchestra and chorus will
be conducted in performance
by Director of Orchestral
Activities Henry E. Duitman,
assistant professor of music.
Concluding with the always
uplifting "Hallelujah" chorus,
the 80-minute concert will
certainly be a fitting vehicle by
which the entire community
can come together to
celebrate Grand Valley's 50th

photo by John Deane

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Fall Arts Celebration 2010 closes with George Frideric Handel's 'Messiah.'

EACH FALL ARTS CELEBRATION 2010 PERFORMANCE IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, THOUGH COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS ARE REQUIRED FOR
"EL CAPITAN" AND "APPALACHIAN SPRING." FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.GVSU.EDU/FALLARTS, OR CALL (616) 331-2180.
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RESEARCH NEWS

Grand Valley researchers earn $1.1 million in
N sF grants - by
Brian J. Bowe

Researchers at Grand Valley
have been awarded nearly
$1.1 million in grants from the
National Science Foundation
to conduct work in biomedical
engineering, math education,
aquatic plant life and fossil
record research in South Africa.
"These awards acknowledge
not only the importance of
the work Grand Valley faculty
are undertaking, but they also
recognize the commitment,
dedication and contribution
to excellence of our faculty in
their respective fields, which
Grand Valley values so highly;'
said Provost Gayle R. Davis.
John Farris and Samhita
Rhodes from the School of
Engineering were awarded
$699,997 to develop a master's
degree program in biomedical
engineering. The program
applies mathematics, science
and engineering expertise to
medicine and health to help
increase understanding of
areas from molecules to organ
systems. That knowledge is
used to develop innovative
approaches for the prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment of
disease for patient rehabilitation
and for improving health.
The curriculum will include
foundation courses in human
physiology, engineering
courses that apply engineering
principles to problems
in medicine and health,
medical device design and
the development of courses
and research opportunities
employing the methods for
effectively translating ideas
from concept to bedside.
Paul Plotkowski, dean
of the Padnos College of
Engineering and Computing,
said this program will make
a much-needed contribution
to Michigan's burgeoning
biomedical sector by preparing
students for work in the
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Engineering faculty members Samhita Rhodes and John Farris will develop a master's degree program in
biomedical engineering after receiving a $700,000 grant from the National Science Foundation.

medical device industry, for
medical school, health care
management or careers in
research and development.
"Biomedical sciences are
playing an important part in
the economic recovery in West
Michigan, and this program
provides the only opportunity
for graduate biomedical
engineering education in
the region;' Plotkowski said.
"The program will ensure the
continued development and
growth of Michigan's workforce
and help make the region a
leader in health sciences."
Three other projects at Grand
Valley received NSF awards.
"These awards are a reflection
of our nationally recognized
quality, and our deep roots in
and commitment to our region
and its development," said Fred
Antczak, dean of the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
William Dickinson, associate
professor of mathematics,

www.g vs u.edu

received a three-year, $228,314
grant to continue a program
that provides students with
first-hand, experiential
knowledge of the process of
conducting mathematical
research with nationally
recognized mathematics
professors who have a
history of leading successful
undergraduate research projects
on a wide-ranging collection
of mathematical topics.
Ryan Thum, assistant
professor at the Annis Water
Resources Institute, received

a $7,000 supplement to a
previous grant for his research
into hybridization in a rapidly
expanding aquatic plant species
- a high priority for research
into invasive species. Thum's
project has received a total of
$142,000 in grant support.
Justin Adams, assistant
professor of biomedical sciences,
received an $84,939 grant for
his fossil record research near
the Cradle of Humankind World
Heritage Site in South Africa.

"The program will ensure the continued
development and growth of Michigan's
workforce and help make the region
a leader in health sciences."
- Paul Plotkowski, dean of Padnos College
of Engineering and Computing

Sustainability in action at Grand Valley
- by Brian J. Bowe
Editor's Note: Grand Valley has
gained a national reputation for
its commitment to sustainability
- a commitment that sees
the university focusing on the
environmental, economic and
social impacts ofits actions.
Starting with this issue, Grand
Valley Magazine is debuting
a new department that
focuses on sustainability.

In 2005, Grand Valley joined
with the city of Grand Rapids
and several other community
organizations including
Aquinas College, Grand Rapids
Community College and Grand
Rapids Public Schools to found
the greater Grand Rapids
Community Sustainability
Partnership to guide the region
toward the goal of embracing
sustainability. From that group's
beginning, it would have been
hard to imagine the success
West Michigan has achieved
over the five years that followed.
As a region, West Michigan
is becoming well-known as
a leader in the sustainability
movement. Evidence of that
leadership role came in May,
when Grand Rapids was named
the most sustainable midsized city in the U.S. by the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce's
Business Civic Leadership
Center. And if West Michigan
is leading the charge, Grand
Valley is one of the driving
organizations behind the
region's push to encourage
the use of applied sustainable
development best practices.
Norman Christopher,
executive director of Grand
Valley's Sustainable Community
Development Initiative, said
the original Community
Sustainability Partnership
agreement was crucial in the
development of triple bottom
line thinking in West Michigan.
"You don't just become

a sustainable community
without having the capacity
to engage the public, private,
academic and service sectors;'
Christopher said. "A community
is built on all of those."
One of the main strengths of
West Michigan is the number
of buildings that are certified
through the U.S. Green Building
Council's Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design
(LEED) program. Grand Rapids
is fourth in the nation for LEED
projects and has more LEED
buildings per capita than any
community in the country,
according to the Business Civic
Leadership Center. Grand Valley
has 10 LEED-certified buildings,
with several more in process or
awaiting certification. Nearly 20
percent of Grand Valley's total
building square footage has now
been built to LEED standards.
Grand Valley has detailed
its progress in its second
Sustainability Indicator Report,
which lists 75 measures that
illustrate the interdependence
of social, economic and
environmental activities. The
report (online at www.gvsu.
edu/sir08) is a follow-up to the
university's first sustainability
overview, which was published
in 2005 and in some ways was
the launching pad for Grand
Valley's sustainability initiatives.
"That kind of assessment is
crucial," said Christopher.
The university has shown
improvement in the five years
since the first report was issued,
but that doesn't mean the work
is over, Christopher said.
"Some of the low-hanging
fruit of eco-efficiencies have
already been dealt with, and
progress has been made;'
Christopher said. "The bar
has been raised and now a
continuous-improvement
sustainability journey has
been undertaken. The work
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Norman Christopher, executive director of the Sustainable Community
Development Initiative, stands on the green roof of the Connection, the
new learning/dining center at the south end of the Allendale Campus.

never stops and is now
becoming more apparent at
the individual level, not just
at the organizational level:'
But even with work left to
do, Grand Valley's successes
to date are notable. President
Thomas J. Haas was recently
honored by the Detroit Free
Press as one ofl6 "green
leaders" in Michigan. Peterson's
"Green Jobs for a New
Economy: The Career Guide
to Emerging Opportunities"
listed Grand Valley among the
"top SO four-year schools with

great green programs."
Haas wrote about his
commitment to sustainability
in a chapter within a
leadership book written by
college presidents for college
presidents and published by
ARAMARK Higher Education.
Haas noted that, "For higher
education, sustainability in
its broadest sense helps us
address the questions of what
are we passing on to the next
generations - our college
students and their children."
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The governor's race in
Michigan will be fascinating
to watch and a true lesson in
campaign strategy, according
to Erika King, professor of
political science at Grand Valley.
King is an expert in media and
politics and American political
campaigns. She came to Grand
Valley in 1995 as the chair of the
political science department
after teaching at Chatham
University in Pittsburgh. Her
opinion on state and national
campaigns is routinely
sought after by journalists.
King sat down with Grand
Valley Magazine's Dottie Barnes
and shared her thoughts on the
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effects of new media platforms
on elections, plus Michigan's
race for governor and the
problems of contemporary
mainstream journalism.
Grand Valley Magazine:
How have new media
platforms helped or hurt those
running for political office?
Erika King: We're in a period
of dramatic change with people
being able to get information
24/7 through a variety of
different modes, which is a
good thing. The downside is
we now live in a world where
it's easy to escape into social
media or a whole variety of

www.gvsu.edu

entertainment media outlets.
A few decades ago, people
were more informed about
the same events because they
were seeking out the same
media outlets - television
networks and a newspaper.
Those days are long gone
and political candidates have
been forced to calibrate their
communication strategies.
GVM: President Obama was
credited with being the first
presidential candidate to
effectively use social media.
King: There are so many
different and new ways for
a candidate to reach out to

people, to get their message
out and to showcase their
personality and image.
If candidates only rely on
broadcast media and doorto-door campaigning, they
will miss out. What made
the Obama campaign special
is that it took advantage of
social media, blogging and
website activities. Obama
hired specialists and aides who
really understood the need to
communicate through the new
mediums. Now all campaigns
are doing this in 2010.
GVM: What do you think about
Sarah Palin and her political

decisions since her run as a
vice presidential candidate?
King: She represents an
interesting mix of entertainment
and politics, someone who is
personality driven. If you get
a very intriguing individual
who has an understanding of
what media organizations are
looking for, that person has an
opportunity to get a story out.
She has been very successful
at that regardless of whether
she ever runs for office, and I
doubt she will run for election
again. She has gotten her story
out, her message. In the words
of advertisers and marketers,
her brand is out there and
she has become a leading face
of conservative populism.
GVM: What do you think about
the Tea Party movement?
King: All the polls indicate
that there is a lot of voter
dissatisfaction and frustration
this election year, especially
with the economy. I think the
Tea Party movement reflects
conservative anger over what
some see as overly intrusive big
government and the failure of
the political establishment to
care about ordinary people - as
expressed in the "Wall Street
versus Main Street" slogan.
So its message dovetails with
Palin's; and political party
leaders and the media are paying
a lot of attention to how this
voter resentment will play out
in 2010. The big focus is on how
incumbents will be affected.
GVM: Would you like to make
any predictions for the race
to be Michigan's governor?
King: Races generally are
the most competitive when
there's an open seat and we
have neither an incumbent
governor nor an incumbent
lieutenant governor running
this year. So much of success
is how a candidate runs
his or her campaign.
Michigan will provide a good
case study for both Democrats
and Republicans. Will we see

a general "throw the political
rascals out" sentiment that
punishes all candidates who are
currently elected office holders?
I think not. But I do believe all
the gubernatorial contenders
will be running on some variant
of an anti-political establishment
platform and will stress their
outsider credentials: their let's
not do political business as usual
ideas, their personal histories,
their ability to get things done
and their "Mr. Clean" images.
There is no clear front-runner
for either party's nomination
but the Democrats may have
more of a challenge in the fall
simply because a Democrat
has been in office for eight
years and the state is facing
severe economic challenges.
GVM: Should professors
disclose their personal political
views to their students?
King: My goal is to get
students to think critically and
analytically about political
campaigns and the media's role
in politics. I try not to inject
my own political values and
biases into the classroom. For
me, learning works best when
I don't. Students don't ask
me about my political views
and I would hope that they
wouldn't be able to guess.

around who were interested in
discussing political issues and
the great debates of the day.
I think that's reflected in me
because I am not somebody
who ever chose to run for
political office, but I love to
analyze, understand and look
at what's going on and apply
a scholarly perspective to it.
GVM: What is one of your
favorite topics to teach?
King: Perhaps reflective of my
age and generation, I like to
teach about the 1970s as a time
when a lot of media coverage
changed due to the Vietnam
War and Watergate. Political
campaigns also fully entered the
television era during that period.
It's old history for my students
and I like to try to bring it to life.
I am also interested in media
coverage of war. I recently
completed a book on President
Bush, the media and Iraq. I am
currently studying the ways
in which President Obama is
framing the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan and how the media
will present it to the public.

statewide, as well as for the
Associated Press and National
Public Radio. What is your
opinion of journalists?
King: In general, I am very
impressed with hard-working
journalists and I am a great
defender of traditional media
with professional journalists
who know their job, are
trained in their job and act
as political watchdogs.
I know that there is a role
in this complicated media
universe for citizen bloggers
and political advocates, but it
is important that we maintain
and support our traditional
media outlets. I'm worried
about print, cable, broadcast and
all mainstream media having
economic troubles because
they can't come up with a good
business model on the Internet.
If we lose our journalists, we
are a democracy in trouble.
Professional journalists are
the best way to inform the
public about events and issues
they will never have personal
contact with. As we cut back
on trained professionals, we're
losing quality of information.

GVM: You have given dozens
of interviews locally and

GVM: Has your extensive
research over the years
changed your political views?
King: My views haven't
changed so much as I've become
more aware of the complexity
of the world around us, that we
live in a very interdependent
world where so often it would
be lovely to be able to say,
"This is absolutely the right
way to do things and this is
the wrong way." But life is a
lot more nuanced than that.
GVM: How did you become
interested in politics?
King: I did not grow up in a
politically active family and
my parents never held office,
but there were always people
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Erika King addresses a workshop at Grand Valley on women and politics
prior to the 2008 presidential election.

GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE

29

ALUMNI NEWS

Don and Diane Paton are graduates of Grand Valley's first class in 1967.

Pioneering Grand Valley

Editor's note: In honor
ofthe university's 50th
anniversary, this is the.first
in a four-part series featuring
graduates from throughout
Grand Valley's history.

In 1960, the onset of a decade
known for free-thinkers and
a tidal wave of political and
social changes, after Grand
Valley State College received
a charter from the State of
Michigan, the college's founders
set out to recruit students.
One of Grand Valley's
founding staff members asked
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her babysitter if she would
be interested in attending the
newly forming college. Diane
(Hatch) Paton, a Muskegon
High School student, had
been considering going to
school to be a stewardess but
strongly felt a need to learn to
be self-sufficient. Grand Valley
presented her that opportunity,
and Paton took a chance. She
has the distinction of being the
first admitted student in 1963.
Don Paton was also among
the first students to enroll at
the college. He said he was
intrigued by the prospect of
being part of something great.
The Patons met during
their freshman year and later
married. Diane is a retired
public school teacher, and Don
is a retired business manager.

www.gvsu.edu/alumni

- by Susan Proctor
They have always shared an
innovative spirit and now
share a prominent place in
the history of Grand Valley as
members of the university's
Pioneer Class. Their paths will
forever be intertwined with
that of their alma mater.
Don easily recalls the date
when he first spent time with
Diane. It was November 22,
1963. There were no televisions
or computers on Grand Valley's
campus then. Someone came
in their class to let them know
that President John F. Kennedy
had been shot. "Classes were
halted for the day and we all
went down to the one unpaved
parking lot so we could listen to
what was happening on the car
radio," Diane said. Don had a
car, she did not. They spent the

rest of the day together taking
in the monumental news.
Kennedy's assassination was
just one of the major political
forces in play during the
tenure of the Pioneer Class.
The Vietnam War also had a
huge influence on the students.
Don said that peaked his
interest in political science. He
founded the first Republican
Club, which, in turn, spurred
the creation of a Democratic
Club. The groups held regular
debates and hosted numerous
political speakers on campus.
At one point, Don invited a
little-known local politician to
address the students, and was
then offered a position working
in the legislator's office, which
he regrets not accepting. The
politician was Gerald R. Ford.
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The Pioneer Class students
took a significant leap of faith
with their futures in betting
on a college that had only one
building at the time. Along with
being close and affordable,
the Patons cite the lure of
establishing tradition as a
deciding factor for choosing
Grand Valley. "I credit the
administration for putting a
lot of decision-making power
in the hands of the students.
We worked closely with the
staff to establish traditions
like the school colors, the
mascot and song," said Diane.
They later discovered that
with this faith came some
practical problems. Don earned
a bachelor's degree in political
science and Diane earned a
bachelor's degree in education,
both in 1967. Diane later learned
that her teaching certificate
would not be accredited. In
order for the North Central
Higher Learning Commission
to accredit certificates, the
issuing school must have
had one graduating class.
This presented a catch-22 for
the first graduates, but their
certificates were later endorsed
by Michigan State University.
Far beyond those few hurdles,
however, is the satisfaction in
witnessing what the school they
helped to build has become.
The couple joined a small
group of students who during
their senior year established
the GVSU Alumni Association
so they could continue ties
among this special class.
They also recognized the
importance of giving back to
the burgeoning university and
instituted a senior class gift.
The Patons have continued to
serve on the Alumni Association
Board of Directors in alternating
terms since that time. Don
served as president of the

association from 1985-88. They
currently serve as co-chairs
of the Alumni Champions
committee, a dedicated team of
graduates who are leading the
alumni effort for Shaping Our
Future, the university's first
comprehensive campaign. Their
only son, Greg, is also a proud
GVSU graduate, class of 2002.
The Patons have always
been grateful to Grand
Valley's founding fathers for
establishing and building
the school. "They filled the
role of alumni when there
were no alums;' said Don.
"It's extremely gratifying.
No one can understand what
Grand Rapids or Grand Valley
would look like without
their contributions:'
The couple stays involved
partly to continue this culture
of philanthropy and because of

all the university
has done for
them. "We are
proud of the
continued success
ofGVSUand
want to continue
to be part of
that success,"
said Don.
The university
has grown
faster than they
thought. The
Patons said they
are pleased by
this growth, and that
Grand Valley maintains a
liberal education focus while
offering a wide range of
programs and specializations.
Diane is especially pleased
by the number and variety of
opportunities Grand Valley has
created for women. "Chelsea

Robinson, the university's
75,000th graduate (see page 34)
is just one small example of how
far we've come in such a short
amount of time," she said. "It's
become more than I could have
ever dreamed of when I became
the first person to sign on:'

I/

photo courtesy of Don Paton, '67

Don Paton presents Grand Valley with the first class gift during his senior year.
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A Nation of Lakers
Alumni gather across the country for regional
events, Community Outreach Week
150 GVSU volunteers
participated in Community
Outreach Week activities March
27-April 3. Dedicated Grand Valley
alumni, students and friends
volunteered their time at one of
20 projects, spanning six states
and 13 cities. Participants helped
further the university's mission
by volunteering for a wide variety
of causes such as cleaning parks,
trails and shelters; making snacks

and meals for children and families
in need; improving the lives of
foster animals; and honoring the
legacy of Cesar E. Chavez. GVSU
alumni contributed nearly 400
total hours of service.
In honor of Grand Valley's
50th anniversary, SO projects are
being coordinated for COW 2011,
scheduled for February 21-27.
Contact alumni@gvsu.edu
to get involved.

D Chicago
21 alumni volunteers helped
with animal socialization
and habitat cleanup at PAWS
Chicago, a no-kill shelter.
Chicago Alumni Club Leaders
Brian Dutkiewicz, '02, and
Rachel Vanderwiel, '09, led two
separate groups during COW
on March 29 and April 1.
photo by Loreen Hospodor, '03

See a full list of projects and more
information at www.gvsu.edu/cow.

m San Francisco
San Francisco Alumni Club
leader Tim Rice, '08, led alumni
volunteers during a COW
project restoring the Golden
Gate National Park Conservancy
habitat on March 27. The group
helped by cleaning the beach and
planting natural vegetation.
photo by Stephanie Trapp, 'OB

m Phoenix
46 alumni and friends gathered at
a downtown Phoenix hotel March
9 for an evening of networking and
to hear the latest news on campus
happenings. Phoenix Club leaders
Carrie, '96, '01 and '02, and Pete,
'98 and '01, Finley served as hosts,
welcoming guests and President
Thomas J. Haas for the fun-filled
evening.

Bl Bradenton
Bob Monaghan, '67, volunteered
nine hours during COW at
Southeastern Guide Dogs as a
volunteer greeter for people
attending a puppy socializing
event. These puppies eventually
become guide dogs for the
visually impaired.
photo courtesy of Bob Monaghan, '67
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II Austin
Austin Alumni Club Leader Alison
Randall, '99, gathered fellow
graduates to sort food at the
Capital Area Food Bank of Texas
on March 11.

ALUMNI NEWS

El Grand Haven

II Grand Rapids

17 alumni volunteers helped
Love, Inc. turn a newly acquired
property into transitional
housing for homeless women
and children during a March 30
COW project.

Volunteers helped with spring
maintenance of nature trails
and wildlife boardwalks at
Blandford Nature Center on
April 1, just one of nine projects
planned in the greater Grand
Rapids area for Community
Outreach Week.

II Indianapolis
Indianapolis Lakers, led by club
leader Jennifer Poad-Baker, '92,
volunteered on March 27 cleaning
and preparing inner-city houses
for low-income families to occupy.
photo courtesy of
Jennifer Poad-Baker, '92

11 Raleigh/Durham
Alumni, friends, and prospective
Grand Valley MBA students
gathered at Maggiano's Italian
Bistro on March 22 to network
and hear university updates from
Seidman College of Business Dean
H. James Williams. Williams was
in Durham to meet with North
Carolina Central University
students about traveling to Grand
Rapids for summer internships
and attending GVSU for graduate
school. Raleigh/ Durham Club
Leader Jackie McLaughlin, '03,
hosted the social event.

Fort Lauderdale Alumni Club
Leader Audra Vaz, '92, hosted
a COW project to help keep
Broward County Beautiful.
Participants helped with an adopta-beach cleanup on April 3.

D Port Richey
_,.,,.

Arie Noordsij, '80, volunteered
for six hours as a firefighter in
the name of Grand Valley during
Community Outreach Week.
photo courtesy of Arie Noordsij, 'BO

photo courtesy of Audra Vaz, '92
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University honors 75,000th graduate
Leading up to Grand
Valley's 50th anniversary, the
university reached a historic
milestone during spring
commencement ceremonies
at the Van Andel Arena in
downtown Grand Rapids.
On May 1, Chelsea Robinson
became the 75,000th graduate
to receive a Grand Valley degree.
She was one of nearly 2,500
students who graduated that
day. Commencement paused
as Robinson posed for pictures
and was presented with a
clock by President Thomas J.
Haas. She and her family then
gathered in one of the arena's
suites to meet Louie the Laker
and receive a gift basket from
the Alumni Association filled
with Laker gear, a $100 gift
certificate for the Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel and a
hand-written letter from Diane
Paton, the very first student
admitted to Grand Valley in
1963 (see story on page 30).
Robinson earned a bachelor's
degree in diagnostic medical
sonography from the College
of Health Professions.

In June, Robinson began a
full-time job as a cardiac and
vascular sonographer at West
Michigan Heart PC, part of
Spectrum Health Medical
Group. She had been working
part time for the company after
completing a clinical rotation
there as a student. "It's my
dream job! I'm so pleased I'll be
able to use both my cardiac and
vascular ultrasound experience;'
she said. She added that all
her fellow classmates secured
jobs in their field. "This really
speaks to the reputation of this
young program," Robinson said.
Robinson was a nontraditional student, working
a full-time job as a waitress to
pay for tuition. Though not an
easy road, she said she relishes
her Grand Valley experience.
"Every professor I've had is so
passionate about their field of
study- in my discipline and in
the general education courses
I've taken. I've learned so much
and have had so many amazing
opportunities;' she said.
"Through my clinical rotations
and the opportunity to learn

photo by Adam Bird

Chelsea Robinson, '10, waves to the crowd after she was named Grand
Valley's 75,000th graduate at the May 1 commencement ceremony.

on state-of-the-art equipment,
I feel really well-equipped to
enter the workforce. I haven't
just grown academically but
also as a person;' she said.
The Alumni Association is

proud to welcome Robinson,
and all the successful members
of the class of 2010 into its
alumni ranks, now more than
76,000 members strong.

Alumni Association presents awards
The Alumni Association
presented two of its most
prestigious awards during
the May 1 commencement
ceremonies held at Van Andel
Arena in Grand Rapids.
U.S. Ambassador to the
Russian Federation John
R. Beyrle, '75, received the
Distinguished Alumni Award.
A Muskegon native, Beyrle was
confirmed by the U.S. Senate
as ambassador to Russia in
2008. He is a career Foreign
Service officer who has worked
for the State Department
since 1983. Beyrle has held
posts at embassies in Moscow
and Prague and served as the
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ambassador to Bulgaria from
2005-2008.
Linda (Nicki) Grinstead
received the Outstanding
Educator Award. Grinstead is
professor of nursing and joined
Grand Valley's faculty in 1978.
The two were honored for their
accomplishments during a
dinner program at the Alumni
House on April 30.
U.S. Ambassador to Russia
John Beyrle, '75, receives the
GVSU Distinguished Alumni
Award during commencement
ceremonies. He is pictured with, at
left, Alumni Association President
Jeffery Weatherall, '78, and
President Thomas J. Haas.

www.gvsu.edu/alumni

photo by Dianne Carro/I-Burdick
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Thank you, alumni volunteers
Alumni Relations used National Volunteer Week as an opportunity
video tribute highlighting the
to gather and thank the
impact of their collective efforts.
hundreds of graduates who
Grand Valley was recognized
volunteered at university and
numerous times in the past year
community projects, or served
on boards and committees
for community involvement
during the 2009-2010
and volunteerism, thanks in
academic year.
part to the ongoing efforts of
Of the hundreds of alumni
committed graduates. Alumni
volunteers who helped during
volunteers who were unable
the 2009-2010 fiscal year, 85
to attend were mailed a special
appreciation gift.
attended the April 20 Volunteer
Celebration to enjoy gourmet
food stations, beverages and a

Brian P. Reese, B.S., 1986,

CAREERS
1970s
Ronald Hoogerwerf, B.S., 1974,

is a training manager at NISH
in Vienna, Virginia. He had been
a senior training specialist at
Williams Scotsman.
Ken Kiel, B.S., 1976, is the
owner of Hoopy Go Lucky,
which makes and sells fitness
hoops for adults and children, in
Rockford.
Darnell Earley, B.S., 1977, city
manager of Saginaw, is president
of the International City/County
Management Association.
Lorin A. Cartwright, B.S., 1979,

was named Great Lakes Athletic
Trainers' Association Educator
of the Year for 2010. She is the
first high school athletic trainer
to receive this award.

1980s
Steven E. Foote, B.M.E., 1982,

Crestwood Middle School
band director, was recognized
as Middle School Teacher of
the Year by the Kent County
Education Association.
Amy L. (Hootman) Heisser,
B.B.A., 1985, M.B.A., 1992, was

named chair of the Muskegon
Area Chamber of Commerce for
2010.

is director of athletics for
Presbyterian College in
Clinton, South Carolina. He
had been associate director of
student athletics at Vanderbilt
University.

1990s
Christine A. Lyon, B.S.,
1991, co-wrote a case report,

"Integrated DNA and
Fingerprint Analyses in the
Identification of 60-Year-Old
Mummified Human Remains
Discovered in an Alaskan
Glacier," for the Journal of
Forensic Sciences.
Johann A. Vaz, M.S., 1991,

is vice president and chief
information officer for Biotest
Pharmaceuticals Corp. in Boca
Raton, Florida. He had been
senior director of IT.
Richard A. Evans, B.S., 1994,

published his first novel,Asylum
Lake. He is the director of
marketing for River House in
Grand Rapids.
Michael L. Piotrowski, B.A.,
1994, M.S., 1998, was part

of the sound team for the
movie "Star Trek," which was
nominated for Best Sound
Mixing at the 82nd Academy
Awards.
Derek J. Bailey, B.S., 1995,
M.S.W, 1998, was appointed

by President Obama to the

photo by Amanda Pitts

Alumni volunteers including Ryan Slusarzyk, '08, and Abigayle Sloan, '07,
attend a thank you celebration during National Volunteer Week.

National Advisory Council on
Indian Education. Bailey is chair
of the Grand Traverse Band of
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians.

High School, was co-recipient
of the Kent County Education
Association High School
Teacher of the Year Award.

Troy A. Hardy, B.A., 1995,

Rebecca K. (Veale) Sellers,
B.S., 1999, M.P.A., 2001, is

received a 2010 Motion Picture
Sound Editors Golden Reel
nomination for Best Sound
Editing. The nomination marks
his third straight in the category.
Hardy has also been nominated
for four Primetime Emmy
Awards for Outstanding Sound
Editing for a Series.

executive director for Christian
Hospital Foundation in St.
Louis, Missouri.

Ami L. (Curtiss) Taylor, B.S.,
1995, second-grade teacher

at Walker Station Elementary,
was named Lower Elementary
Teacher of the Year by the Kent
County Education Association.
Deborah A. (Collins) Vliet,
B.S.N., 1996, M.S.N., 2005,

is a nurse practitioner for
Southwestern Medical Clinic in
Stevensville.
Angela M. (Delarosa)
Vandenbroek, B.A., 1997,

received the Association of
College and Research Libraries'
ProQuest Innovation in College
Librarianship Award. She works
for Louisiana State University.
Matthew C. Pepper, B.S., 1999,

is director of Memphis Animal
Shelter in Memphis, Tennessee.
He had worked for Caddo
Animal Services.
Kristin K. Schutte, M.Ed., 1999,

English teacher at Lowell Senior
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Bart D. Shrode, M.B.A., 2003,

2000s
Kristyn A. (Walker) Brinker,
8.5., 2000, is in group sales for

Kiawah Island Golf Resort in
South Carolina. She had worked
for Hilton Head Marriott Resort
and Spa.
Jerald L. Czarnecki Jr.,
M.Ed., 2001, math teacher at

Kelloggsville High School, was
co-recipient of the Kent County
Education Association High
School Teacher of the Year
Award.

is director of Perrigo Michigan
Quality for Perrigo in Allegan.
Ben A. Webster, B.B.A.,
2004, is an associate for Baker

Hostetler in Orlando, Florida.
He had been a clerk at Young
van Assenderp, PA.
David A. Hendrix, 8.5.,
2005, is a kicker for the West

Michigan Thunderhawks.
Barbara A. Anderson, B.A.,
2006, is development associate

for Hospice of Michigan in Ada.

Asa J. Lakeman, B.B.A., 2002,

Derek C. Melville, 8.5., 2007,

was named 2009 Investment
Sales Leader by VantagePointe
Financial Group.

is recreation programmer for
the Byron Township Recreation
Department, where he had
worked as an intern.

Noddea L. (Moore) Skidmore,
B.A., 2002, is the event

producer for ArtFrize in Grand
Rapids.
Kathryn J. Curry, M.Ed.,
2003, is principal at Muskegon

Heights High School. She had
been a reform specialist for
Grand Rapids Public Schools.

Meahgan M. Pear, B.A., 2007,

is director of marketing and
communications for Girl Scouts
of Michigan in Grand Rapids.
She had been marketing and
events manager for the Humane
Society of Kent County.
Leslie A. Perales, 8.5., 2007,

April D. (Miller) Mesagno, 8.5.,
2003, is director of creative

is editor of the Observer in
Herdon, Virginia.

services for Catalina Marketing
Corp. in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Rachael M. Ritzema, B.A.,
2007, is marketing coordinator

for Owen Ames Kimball in
Grand Rapids.
Matthew P. Tilmann, B.A.,
2007, is accounting processor

in the real estate department
for Limited Brands, Inc. in
Columbus, Ohio.
Peter J. Boldt, M.B.A., 2008,

is director of engineering for
Power Efficiency Corp. in Las
Vegas, Nevada.
Lori A. Burkett, B.B.A., 2008,

is cost accountant for Alcoa
Howmet in Whitehall. She has
been with the company since
2009.
Adam R. Gleason, 8.5., 2008,

is a police officer for the Porter
County Sheriff's Department in
Valparaiso, Indiana. He has been
with the department since 2008.
Ashley M. Morris, 8.5., 2008,
B.B.A., 2008, is winner of

the 2010 Daniel Rosenthal
Legislative Intern award.
Karen C. Hall, B.A., 2009,

received the Wake County
Public School System's Diane
Kent-Parker Award. She is a
special education resource
teacher for Aversboro
Elementary in Garner, North
Carolina.

Stephen A. Hopkins, B.B.A.,
2009, is head teller for Lake

Michigan Credit Union in Grand
Rapids.
Deborah L. Mahoney, B.B.A.,
2009, is an accountant for

Andrews Hooper and Pavlik.
She is also a Peter Cook
Leadership Academy fellow.
Jennifer M. Pietraz, B.S.N.,
2009, is a registered nurse for

Saint Mary's Health Care in
Grand Rapids.
Amy L. Sawade, 8.5., 2009,

was named 2010 Newcomer of
the Year by the West Michigan
Public Relations Society of
America.

MARRIAGES
1990s
Tia M. Moore, 8.5., 1990, and
Asa Young on October 10, 2009.
Michael W. Arney, 8.5., 1994,

and Jennifer Pabor on April 23,
2010.

2000s
Dawn M. Hertel, 8.5., 2000,
M.Ed., 2003, and Michael L.
Schavey, 8.5., 2000, M.S.W.,
2003, M.P.A., 2007, on

February 28, 2002.
Mindy J. Bakale, B.A., 2002,

and Matthew Kaiser on October
17, 2009.
Noddea L. Moore, B.A., 2002,

and Calin Skidmore on October
17, 2009.
Elizabeth H. Biesecker, 8.5.,
2003, and Jason Dephouse on

November 14, 2009.
Jason A. Labaumbard, 8.5.,
2003, and Jen LaBaumbard on

August 15, 2009.
James J. Chichester, 8.5.,
2004, and Maria A. Manning,
B.S., 2005, on October 4, 2008.
Laura K. Burkett, B.A., 2005,

and Brandon Holstine on March
13, 2010.
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Ryan D. Fry, B.B.A., 2005, and

.L'\,..UJ.UCU.J

.1.o..1, .L.V.1.V.

Megan DeHaan on April 25,
2009.
Kelly A. Krepps, 8.5., 2005,
and Traci R. Simon, 8.5., 2008,

on August 15, 2009.
Toni M. Audo, 8.5., 2006, and

Partrick Skelton on July 11,
2009.
Jill E. Ambrose, 8.5., 2006,
and Justin A. Reyhl, 8.5.,
2006, on July 18, 2009.
Stefanie D. Vipond, 8.5., 2006,

and Joshua Herder on October
10, 2009.
Kristine L. Kozlowski, B.S.,
2007, and Alexander Soles on

October 10, 2009.
Meghan M. Lambie, 8.5.,
2007, and Brad J. Sawdon,
B.B.A., 2007, M.B.A., 2009, on

October 17, 2009.
Jennifer L. Funk, B.S.N.,
2007, and Aaron LeMaire on

September 19, 2009.
Lindsey A. Muller, B.A., 2007,

and Christopher Hagan on
October 9, 2010.
Jamie L. Wallinga, 8.5., 2007,

and Andrew Compagner on
August 21, 2009.
Ashley M. De Boer, B.A., 2008,
and Alex M. Vande Bunte, B.A.,
2008, on May 22, 2010.
Matthew D. Klump, 8.5., 2008,

BIRTHS
1990s
Mathew Golden, B.B.A., 1992,

and wife Kari announce a girl,
Sarah Abby, born January 7,
2010. The family resides in Las
Vegas, Nevada.
Kelly J. (Arnett) McCullough,
B.F.A., 1997, and husband Peter

announce a boy, Logan Peter,
born October 27, 2009. Logan is
welcomed by brothers Riley and
Reagan. The family resides in
Hull, Massachusetts.

2000s
Brian N. Calley, M.B.A., 2000,

and wife Julie announce a girl,
Karagan Calley, born February
25, 2010. The family resides in
Portland.
Julie R. (Wieczorek) Loyd,
8.5., 2000, M.P.A.S., 2004, and
Benjamin P. Loyd, B.S., 2003,
M.P.A.S., 2005, announce a boy,

Elijah Joseph, born March 15,
2010. The family resides in New
Baltimore.
Lisa J. (Brummel) Mccann,
B.S.N., 2000, and husband

and Amy M. Prevost, 8.5.,
2008, on July 18, 2009.

Corey announce a girl, Amelia
Joy, born November 7, 2009. The
family resides in Grand Rapids.

Ryan K. Libby, 8.5., 2008, and
Samantha Dozeman on May 30,
2009.

Beth A. (Hopfinger) Pentoney,
8.5., 2000, and husband

Jeffrey T. Sorensen, B.S.E.,
2008, and Marcy Brown on

August 29, 2009.
Matthew C. Wish, 8.5., 2008,

and Bethany Cokewell on
September 19, 2009.
Kelli J. Deemter, 8.5., 2009,

and Andrew Dykstra III on
September 18, 2009.
Alicia 5. Marsh, B.A., 2009,

and Mark Adams on August 15,
2009.
Anna G. Vanwieren, B.B.A.,
2009, and Matthew Start on

Janna L. (Helder) Berens, B.S.,
2002, and husband Jeremy

born April 14, 2010. The family
resides in New Era.

announce a boy, Isaac Jeremiah,
born April 20, 2010. Isaac was
welcomed by brother Elijah.
The family resides in Allendale.

Stephanie R. Miller, B.A.,
2006, and husband Joshua

Shaun 0. Skibinski,
B.S.E., 2002, and Laura J.
(Hindenach) Skibinski, B.S.N.,
2004, announce a boy, Bryan

William, born March 9, 2010.
The family resides in Walker.
Adam B. Soper, B.B.A., 2002,

and wife Sarah announce a boy,
Quinn Matthew, born November
20, 2009. The family resides in
Jackson.
Amanda L. (Van Dop)
VanPopering, B.A., 2002,

and husband John announce
a girl, Charlotte Marie, born
December 26, 2009. The family
resides in Grant.
Matthew D. Krupp, B.B.A.,
2003, and Nicole J.
(Ahrenberg) Krupp, B.S.,
2003, announce a girl, Audrey

Elizabeth, born January 30,
2010. The family resides in
Allendale.

announce a girl, Emma Rose,
born January 11, 2010. The
family resides in Houston,
Texas.
Mary J. Rea, B.A., 2006, and
Steve Twigg announce a boy,
Colin Thatcher, born May 5,
2010. The family resides in
Seattle, Washington.
Ryan T. Wright, 8.5., 2006,

and wife Jennifer announce
a girl, Myleigh Marie, born
November 5, 2005. The family
resides in Montague.

IN MEMORIAM
1960s
Lois I. Blocher, of Cedar
Springs, Michigan, B.A., 1969, on
May 15, 2010.

Christine R. (Pirlot) Panter,
B.A., 2005, and husband

1980s

Adam announce a girl, Chloe
Elizabeth, born April 20, 2010.
The family resides in Grand
Rapids.

Judith Bowne, of Livingston,
Texas, B.S., 1988, on February
10, 2010.

Kendra K. (Prudhomme) Klotz,
B.A., 2006, and husband Ryan

1990s

announce a boy, Colton Scott,

Curtis Geerlings, of St.

Rodney announce a girl, Amber
Grace, born February 7, 2010.
The family resides in Greenville.
Rebecca J. Paniwozik, B.S.,
2001, and husband Michael

announce a son, Bradley Tripp,
born April 14, 2010. Bradley is
welcomed by brother Jake. The
family resides in New York,
New York.
Matthew L. Rinckey, B.B.A.,
2001, and Nicki J. Cain Rinckey,

B.S., 2001, announce a girl,
Glenna Christine, born February
12, 2010. The family resides in
Grandville.
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OFF THE PATH

skills
Sophomore takes unique talent 'Around the World'
- by Dottie Barnes

Remember "Walk the Dog,"
"Rock the Baby," and Around
the World?" It was fun to learn
tricks with a Duncan butterfly
yo-yo for a few weeks, then
forget about it when the next
fad came along. That's how
things started for 19-year-old
Connor Scholten, a math major
at Grand Valley.
Before he attracted crowds
in his hometown of Holland,
Scholten remembers watching
the 1997 national yo-yo
competition on TV when he
was just 7 years old. "I watched
it all morning and then bugged
my mom to buy me a yo-yo;'
Scholten said. His mother
bought a Klutz skill toy that
came with a trick book.
"My mom ordered it from
those catalogs we used to get
in elementary school and I still
have the trick book. I played
with the yo-yo for three months
and that was it," he said.
Three years later Scholten was
in Grand Haven watching the
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Michigan State Yo-Yo Contest;
that experience prompted
him to buy a second yo-yo.
Then he was hooked. Scholten
said he worked at mastering
beginning disciplines and set
tricks like "Break Away" and
"Stop and Go." After hours,
days and months of practice,
Scholten started perfecting
more complicated tricks and
competing locally.
"I used some trick books in
the beginning but I learned a lot
from searching the Internet,"
he said. "It's also a great way
to connect with the 'yo-yo
community.' We are few and far
between."
Most people think there's
only one style of yo-yoing:
down, halfway up, and down
again. There are actually
five styles and Scholten was
soon practicing all of them:
conventional, two yo-yos with
looping tricks, two yo-yos with
long spinning tricks, off-string
tricks and freehand. "It was a

www.g vsu .edu

long journey to get where I am
now," he said. "With 12 years
under my belt, I feel pretty
confident in my skills."
Scholten has been a street
performer in downtown
Holland for the past five years
and last year took fifth place in
the combined division at the
World Yo-Yo Contest in Orlando,
Florida. He has traveled to
California, Missouri, Indiana
and Minnesota to compete.
Words and pictures may not
be enough to describe just
how eye-catching his tricks
are. Scholten, who practices
between two and eight hours
each day, can keep a yo-yo
spinning as he manipulates the
string around his head and neck,
or as he makes patterns out of
the string, or as he catches the
yo-yo after it flies off the string.
"It all comes down to muscle
memory and foundation
building," Scholten explained.
"For example, looping tricks are
all in the wrist with precision

timing. But learning the basics
of looping can take a month
to two years. There's a steep
learning curve with looping
tricks compared to the other
styles."
Scholten said he can now
master different styles of tricks
pretty quickly but doesn't
consider himself a natural. He
said: "When I teach kids yo-yo
tricks, they are all going at a
much faster pace than what I
ever could. People can actually
pick up on several tricks fairly
quickly and with my instruction
they can learn advanced tricks
in about a quarter of the time it
took me to learn."
Scholten said the sport of
yo-yoing has come a long way
since he first started. "It has
grown a lot since 1997. I would
compare yo-yoing in the '90s to
today like the special effects in
the original 'Star Wars' movie to
'Avatar' in 3-D," he said, joking.
Scholten has more than 70
yo-yos of every color, ranging

in price from $20 to more than
$100. To master a trick, Scholten
said he believes it should be
performed soundly, without
human error, 10 times in a row.
He said he struggles to come up
with new and exciting tricks. "I
can impress you with all these
tricks, but I didn't invent them
all," he said. "Some of the tricks
I use are commonly used by all
great players; some tricks are
associated with only one player.
It's difficult for me to find
tricks that people in the yo-yo
community haven't seen before."
Advanced tricks are labeled
by concepts like grinds, tunnels,
chopsticks, folds, string
rejections, stalls, whips, suicides
and wraps. "My favorite to
watch is chopsticks since there
are several people who do it way
better than I can," he said.
Scholten hopes to one day
travel to Japan where he said
yo-yoing is very popular and
a hot bed for new tricks. He is
currently sponsored by Infinite
Illusions and that support
helps him travel to compete
at least three times a year. He
was scheduled to compete
this summer at the Midwest
Regionals in Minnesota and the
World Yo-Yo Contest in Orlando.

photos by Amanda Pitts

Sophomore Connor Scholten
performs yo-yo tricks in Holland.
Over the summer, he traveled
to Minnesota and Florida for
sanctioned competitions.

To see
Connor Scholten's
Yo-Yo tricks visit
GVSU's YouTube
channel,
www.youtube.com/gvsu
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OCTODEft 0-0
A sweet celebration honoring the 50th anniversary of Grand Valley State Univ rsity
lrremendous things are in store for you! In your wildest dreams you can't imagine the
marvelous surprises. Here is a small taste of the sweet Homecoming offerings ...
Reunion Row
A gathering of reunions by class year, athletic team, academic major, Greek organization, & more!
Alumni 50th Anniversary Celebration
Presidential address, Pioneer Class recognition, campus expo and kick-off pep rally
Alumni Tailgater- bigger and better than ever before!
c:t

Homecoming Concert

c:t

Pancake Breakfast

c:t

Bus Trips from SE Michigan

c:t

Lip Sync Competition

c:t

Homecoming 5K Run/Walk

c:t

Shakespeare Festival

c:t

Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund Dinner & Laker Hall of Fame Induction

